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borrow from the bank under the provisions

of the Act, although, of course, its actions,

have been quite bona fide. This Bill has,
therefore, been hrought forward to exempt
the proposed loan from these provisions, and
will authorise the council to borrow £4,000
for the purpose mentioned, thereby ensur-
ing that the electrie light account, which is
now in debit, will he vecouped, and the affairs
of the counecil put in order. T move—
That the Bill he now read o second time.

Question put and passed.
Rill read a second time.

In Committee,
Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment and the
report adopted.

House adjourned at 9.20 p.om.

Aegislative Hssembly,
Wednesday, 12th Qetober, 1938.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30

pom.. and read prayers,

QUESTION—BUTTER EXPORT.
Arbitration Cuase.
Ar. DOUST asked the Minister for Agni-
culture: 1, With reference to the arbitration
case, Manjimap Dairy Products Co. versu-
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Dairy Marketing Board, is it proposed to
allow hutter exporting firms to give evidence
before the arbitrator regarding the cost of ex-
porting butter overseas! 2, If so, will the
various firms be notified in time to enable
them to do so?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTUHE
replied: 1, An arbitrator was appointed to
decide a dispute between the Dairy Froducts
Marketing Bourd and the Manjimup Duiry
Products Company. 1t it is the view of the
arbitrator that any person or lirm can give
evidenee relevant to the dispute he will, |
feel sure, afford them an opportunity of
giving such evidence. 2, Answered by No. 1,

QUESTION—UNEMPLOYED RELIEF.
Work in Return for Rations.

Mr. SAMPSON asked the Minister for
Enmployment: 1, Is he aware that able-
hodied men resent the indignity of being
denied work in return for rations—part
groceries order and part cash—which arc
supplied? 2, How many abie-bodied men
are in veveipl ol rablons? 3, Wul he take
steps to ensure that work is made available
and thus prevent destruction of the morale
of men anxious and able to work?

The MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT
replied: 1, I am not aware that able-hodied
men desire fo work for their rations only.
2, 428, made up—“A" class, 231; “BY class,
104; “C" class, 93; total 428. 3, The ques-
tion of providing work and improving eon-
diticns of employment has always received
the first consideration of the Crovernment.
To-day 94 per cent. of the men on the books
of the Employment Department ave work-
ing, as against 64 per cent. when the Gov-
crnment took office.

LEGAL PRACTITIONERS ACT
SELECT COMMITTEE.
Ertension of Time.

On motion hy Mr. Sleeman, the time for
bringing up the report was extended for
two weeks.

BILL—INCOME TAX ASSESSMENT
ACT AMENDMENT,

Introduced by the Premier, and read a
first time.
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MOTION—LIGHT AND POISON
LANDS.

Royal ("ommission’s Recommendalions,

MR. NULSEN (Kanowna) [435]: I
move—

That in the opinion of this House, the re-
commendations of the houorary Royal Com-
mission on light and poison-infested lands
gshould receive the earnest consideration of
the Government.

I am prompted to place the motion before
members for their consideration because I
do not wish the report of the Royal Commis-
sion to be shelved without due consideration.
The Commission went to a great deal of
trouble in earrving ont its investigations
and collected evidence wherever possible.
Subsequently the position was sammed up in
accordance with the evidence and the Com-
were set out inm the re-

mission’s views
port that has been presented to Par-
liament. 1 hope the Government will

take heed of the resnlts of the work
of the Roval Commission because I re-
gard as of great importance to6 Western Aus-
tralia that the light land and poison-infested
areas be brought into production. In view-
ing the sitnation as a whole, I shall endea-
vour to adopt a broad outlook, for I do not
desire to be parochial. The snbject is too
big for that. At the outset, I wish to thank
the Government for having appointed me a
member of the Royal Commission. The ex-
perience 1 gained in travelling through vari-
ous parts of the State and noting the condi-
tions prevailing, proved a source of aduca-
tion for me. Members who have rcad the
Commission’s report will have noted the -
ecommendations furnished to the Government.
I do not think it is necessary to traverse
them in detail beeause T hope every member
has read the report and digested its con-
tents. The recommendations will be fully
understood, and T hope they will be adopted.
I certainly think members should have read
the report hy this time. and, indeed, if Par-
liament appoints a Roval Commission and
then members fail to vead the report of
that body, the result in the end can hardly
be helpful to the State.

In Western Amustralia the area within the
10 in. rainfall limit comprises npwards of
117,000,000 acres of light land and poison
country. The members of the Commission
thought it would suffice if the position were
investigated regarding land of that deserip-
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tion within 25 miles on either side of existing
railways. In earrviug out that intention, we
started at Esperance and travelled through
to Albany, and from there right up to North-
ampton. Tn that section of the State we found
that about 7,000,000 acres of light land
and poison country were oceupied and
approximately 12,000,000 acres not yet alien-
ated. Western Australia has a wonderful
heritage in its agrienltural land, but the best
is very scattered and the first-class areas
are linked up, especially in the South-West
Division, with huge areas of second and
third-class Jand. Our investigations led us
to the conelusion that the seecond and third-
elass land ean be snceessfully developed and
we had instances to prove that such arears
could be made profitable propositions. The
futare of Western Aunstralin depends greatly
upon the development of the light land and
poison eounfry thet is at present uneulti-
vated. At the ontset of our agricultural de-
velopment, a great mistake was made when
so much of the better-class land was allowed
to he taken up here and there, thus estah-
lishing small communities, That policy was
productive of high administrative costs in-
curred in the provision of facilities necessary
to serve those seattered eommunities, for
which railwav services and roads had to he
provided. General recognition s given to
the faet that the railway system, under
which lines have heen constructed throngh
huge areas of undeveloped land in zood rain-
fall distriets, has proved most uneconomieal.
[n various parts our railwavs run for mites
through virgin conntry, from which no
Freight can be secured. If our light lands
and poison country were developed, our rail-
ways would he converted from a loging pro-
positian into a source of profit. Agriculture
is reallv the sheet anchor of any ecountry,
hut that applies partienlarly to Western
Australin. which depends so much on its
primary industries. Cities are, generally
speaking, used for the convenience of
the public and if at any time they were
devastated or razed to the ground, they could
be reconstructed on modern lines. Althongh
such a disaster might oceur, the business of
the State would still continue, provided the
agricultural areas were not destroyed.
Destruetion in the rural districts would spell
real disaster and wounld mean rain to the
cities that would lapse into deeay and the
grass wonld again grow in their streets It
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iz essential, thercfore, that the light land
and the poison country of Western Australia
should be developed, so that Western Aus-
tralin may become one of the greatest pro-
ducing States of the Commonweaith. If the
light land and poison country were deve-
loped adeqnately, two or three sheep comld
he carried to every ecultivated acre. The
members of the Royal Commission inspeeted
rarms in that type of country and the capa-
hility of the areas to carry two sheep to the
acre was amply demonstrated. The term
“sandplain” is applied usually to land re-
garded as unproductive, and in the Esper-
ance area the land is now described as “{ree-
less plains” and not “sandplain.” In that
distriet we commenced with an inspection of

the farm controlled hy the late In-
spector Spedding-Smith. The holding is
within the 20 in. rainfall helt, and

there we found pastures well established.
We visited Mr. Bow’s place, and found it
was a credit to any part of the State. We
also inspecied the pme forest. Mr. Helms
was the manager there for many vears. He
has done more for the treeless plain than
any vutner man who has settled there.
Through his pastures he has demonstrated
that the Esperance treeless plain will carry
two sheep to the acre. In its virgin siate it
could not carry more than one sheep to 20
acres, and this applies to mosi plains. BMr.,
Thick has 200 acres at Dalyup River, and has
carried 700 sheep for two years without their
having left the place. That is equal to more
than threc sheep to the acre. In ifs virgin
state, the treeless plain is of no value, and
will earry only about one sheep to 20 or 30
acrcs. The soil is deficient in phosphates
and nitrogen, but when super is applied
lnxuriant pastures of subterranean clover and
other grasses grow prolifically. The average
rainfall for the past ten vears on the tree-
less plain has been 28 inches annually, the
fall being over 11 monihs of the year. Down
there green feed ean be had practically all the
vear round. Travelling north to Secad-
dan we found the rainfall tapered off to
shout 17 inches per annum.

There is another important feature abont
the treeless plain, namely that water can
yeadily be obtained, in most instances, a few
feet helow the surface. Failing that, it ean
casilv be stored in dams. With a rainfall
of 28 inches per annum, no trouble is experi-
enced in conserving sufficient water. The
development of that plain in time to come
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will be amazing. It is the best sandplain,
if it can be so ealled, in Australia. Mem-
bers may have thoughl my earlier statements
in the House coneerning the latent possibili-
ties of this distriet were extravagant, but
they have been borne out already by resuits.
When that plain is brought into full produc-
tion, I prophesy that it will earry two sheep,
or perhaps more, to the acre. Esper-
ance possesses a fine harbour, with all neecs-
sary faecilitics. I have often extolled the
possibilities of the treeless plains, and can
visualise the future when big ships will be
calling at the port taking away fat lambs,
haby beef, pigs, or pork, ete., to the Old
Country. If I were my successor, I could
picture a very fine seecne down there, and
the possibilities of the future now that the
Royal Commission has made its report. No
doubt in time freezers will be established at
Esperance, but before that it may be neges-
sary to send stock to Albany, The latent
possibilitics of this part of the State are
clearly shown by the report of the Royal
Commizsion, and indicate that previous re-
marks on this point were not extravagant.
When T spoke to the Chairman af the Com-
mission (Hon. C. G. Latham) about Esper-
anee, he said, “T would not send my worst
enemy down there.” Sinee he has visited
the district he has reversed his opinion.
Some ten vears had passed since he saw it,
and he had a bad opinion of it then. Now
hie has seen the improvement that has taken
place he has changed his opinion, and I think
he would now be more extravagant in the
expression of his views concerning the pos-
sibilities of this area than I was when I advo-
rated its development on my first entry into
the House.

An cxcellent feature of the Esperance
treeless plain is that it is not heavily in-
fested with poison, and any poizon thai exists
can readily be eradicated. There is nothing
like as much poison as there i1z in other
parts of the State. We travelled from the
Tsperance distriect to Albany, where the
eountry, particularly the Kalgan Plain, is in
many ways similar to Esperance. The
rainfall is about the same, and the earrying
capacity is about equal to that found in the
Tsperance distriet. In the case of the Kal-
gan PPlain some difliculty may be experienced
with water, and portions may become water-
logged. We inspeefed some heavily-timhered
lieht land around Albany, where the rainfall
is hetween 30 and 40 inches over a period
of ten months. In time to come all this land
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will be developed, and will prove a great
asset fo the State. With few exceptions, the
better classes of land around Albany have
been opened up. We saw some very fine
pastures of subterranean and other clovers,
and grasses. A large area of land there
could be put to profitable use. Owing to our
small popnlation, I ean account for gquite a
lot of our light lJands not being worked. So
far as I c¢an learn, the general impression
has been that such lands are not profitable,
_and cannot be worked economieally. I am
now definitely of opinion that in a number
of instances our light lands will give greater
yields than will our heavy lands, especially
those in the lighter rainfall arens. On one
oceasion I met an Awmerican secientist, who
said that pastures and other fodder could
be grown anywhere provided sufficient mois-
ture was available. We have plenty of land
in Western Australia, in good rainfall dis-
triets, still waiting to be developed. With
plenty of moisture, there is no excuse for
people not developing sueh land. T recently
read a pamphlet showing that fodders were
now being grown in wafer. The technieal
name for the process is hydropovia. With-
ot any soil, but with the nse of the neeces-
sary ingredients, varions experiments have
been made in the growth of fadders in
water, and it is said now that suitable plants
can be developed for eommereial use. I am
not suggesting that such a method should he
" adopted in Western Australia, but I want
to show that where the supply of water is
sufficient vast areas of Western Australian
land can he pui to profitable unse.

The wonderful harbour at Albany pro-
vides all that is required for the produce of
the surrounding districts.  Freezers have
already been established there. I think the
manager said that last year he had put
through about 30,000 lambs.  Some of the
lambs eame from Boyup Brook, a consider-
able distamee away, without suffering any
harm whatsoever. He also said that lambs
could be carried by road a distance of 260
miles or more without any reduction in
weight or deterioration. I hope that, if theve
is & surplus of lambs that cannot be dis-
posed of in the Esperanee distriet, it will
be sent to Albany for freezing purposes, Tn
the earlier days, people followed a mistaken
policy when they chose only the heavier land
and went out into dry areas.  The State
would have been developed on far sounder
Yines if the connfry had heen settled on a
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face, and the light lands had been developedl
along with the heavier lands. A great deal
of cxpense has boen inewrred in providing
railways, roads and other facilities to many
isolated places. .

Mr. Lambert: The Peel and Bateman Es-
tates were not very convineing.

Mr. NULSEN: The settlement there may
not have been convincing at the time, bnt
it represents an asset to the State, and the
money has not been lost. Another aspeet
about the light lands in an assured vainfall
area appeals to me. The fat lamb industry
can be developed there together with the
dairying and pig-raising industry. Already
it has been proved that settlers have become
self-supporting. They ean grow practiealiv
all they require on their farms, whereas in
the drier areas the eost of living is greater.
I used to advocate the settlement of heavy
land, but te-day I am convinced that where
the rainfall exists the lighter lands ave safer.

As the Royal Commission travelled for-
ther narth, the fat lamb industry beeame
more remote. We investizated all the-light
and poison lands 25 miles on either side of
the Great Southern railway. PFrom Katan-
ning we fravellad west into the poison belt
at Kojonup. I thought I knew something
aliout poison hefore T went to Kojonup, but
T confess now I have never in my life seen
anything like the poison I saw theve. It re-
semhled a forest. I am told that to eradi-
cate it would cost at least £2 an acre. The
land is good, and if the Government were
to give it away on certain eonditions it would
he doing well for the State. We travelled
to Boscabel, and saw some nice little farms
there. Although poison is abundant in the
distriet, Kojonap is in a prosperous way.
York-rond poison seems to be the greatest
pest there and stood wp like thick serub.
One could hardly walk through it. T counld
scarcely helieve my own cves and T felt like
tastine if

Hon, C. G. Latham: Tt would have bern
all right for a member of the Opposition to
taste it!?

Mr. Stubbs: Hundreds of acres of that
land was sold for 12s. an aere when it was
worth onlv Gd.

Mr. NULSEX: From there we travelled
in an easterly direction along the Great
Southern, where the rainfall hecame less.
and we got out of the clover belt. Tnstead
of clovers, wheat was heing grown on a four
or five-year rotation, and oats and harley
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and rye as well were grown to he fed off by
stock. We were told in evidence that the
oats increased the ferfility of the land and
that quite a number of the farms around
there were doing reasonably well. Of course,
the personal equation plays a verv hig part,
and we had evidence of that in onr fravels.
There was no question abont it, beeause
where two men would he working almost side
hy side one would he suceesstul and the other
engaged in operations of an cxaetly similar
nature, would be a failure, the reason being
that the latter had not been able to adapt
himseif to the industry on which he had em-
harked. In that eastern helt the main
trouble 35 the lack of water. When we were
there water was very searee and because of
that searcitv the dams were not always full.
One person had 7,000 acres of light land,
and we were informed that he topped the
market with fat lambs either last year or
the vear hefore. His lambs bhrought as high
as 324 5d. each. so that even there where
the Tainfall is very much lighter than it is
in other parts of the State, fat lamb raising
was anitn a enecess of anv rate  for tho
man whoe understood his joh. After inspeet-
ing that area the Commission proceeded
south of the Eastern Goldfields railway and
then went in a northerly direction to the
Aoora country. We remained at Moora one
night and T will never forget our experience
there. hecause it was deucedly eold. Vet
Moora i< not a had place at all. T rather
enjoved myself. taking it rvight through,
anart from the intense eold that we experi-
onced there.  Op the next dav we travelled
westward to Dandarvragan. and we passed
nver more light land country, and we were
told that its depth varied from 20 to 30 ft.
hefore it reached the sabsoil. Tf that be the
case, an enormous gnantity of water would
he required to grow pastures successfully.
However, most of that land would be unsed
as an adjnnet to heavy land farms becauvse
it has some value for depasturing stock. We
then got to the vicinity of Badgingana, and
there we were told that very good erops were
grown and that the yields had been as high
as 25 to 30 bushels to the acre. Owing to
its izolation, however, the holders of the land
went in far stock, and the stock that we
saw looked particularly well. T had no idea
that lupins eonld grow as we saw them there.
They seemed to do very well in the red-
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gum country—a sort of sandy loam. We
travelled for miles through the lupins, and
saw them growing through great areas. The
lupins were all uniform in size and the stock
that we saw locked very well indeed. We
were also told that the luping increased the
fertility of the land considerably, and that
after a crop of lupins clovers and other
fodders came up freely. XNext we went to
Mr. Roberts’s place and I eonsider that was
about the most beautifnl station I have
ever seen. The pastures there werc really
execlient, while the stock could not have
heen improved anywhere in Australia. The
country is slightly undulating and fascinated
the members of the Commission. As a mat-
ter of fact, it was with regret that T left the
place. When I did it was with a most
favourahle impression of the district gener-
ally. T daresay it can he classed as onc of
the most prolific parts of the State. Next
we travelled hack to Moora and then went
on to Miling, where the light lands are very
good, hut entively different from the tree-
less plains aronnd Esperance. The average
rainfall wo wers tald waz ahant 15 nehes
and cereals are grown such as wheat and
oats and goad crops resulf. At one place
north of Miling we saw two voung fellows
who had shown fthat they had been very
energetic indeed during the 11 months that
they had occupied their block. In that space
of time they had cleared, ploughed and
sceded 2,000 acres, and they expected to get
a 12-bushel vield. That enes th prove what
can be done on licht land.

Hon. G. ¢. Latham: Thev expeet to got
18 hushels, so they told me.

My, NULSEN: That shonld pay hand-
somely, provided, of eourse, they get a rea-
sonahle price for the wheat. T eould say
quite a lot ahonf that Adistrict, but T have
no doubt other members of the Commission
will he able to explain the possibilities of
that part of the State better than I ean. We
returned to Wongan Hills and teok evidence
from Mvr. Shields, who has a light land hlock.
He told us that the average rainfall was
about 15 inches. His highest vield was 1814
hushels from 2,000 acres, and over a period
of 10 vears he had averaced 15 hushel=. This
was all from a lizht sand plain avea aronnd
Wongan Hills. There are not many heavy
land propositions in Western Austealia that
can hoast of such a vield over a peried of
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10 years. The research station at Wongan
Hills has an average of 14.10 bushels, but
that particular farm is not seclected land;
it is just typical of the distriet. I am satis-
fied that with intelligent farming, and, of
eourse, the personal equation, farmers can-
not go wrong in that country, provided the
price for the product is reasonably good.
As we travelled farther east we got out on
the fringe where the average yield was only
between six and seven bushels to the acre.
That is not profitable, but there a selector
would be ontside the safe avea and aceording
to the evidence we veceived it would probably
take 20 or 30 years to bring that land inte
full production. Continuing further north
towards Mullewa, we inspected quite a num-
ber of places and found that owing to Inck
of rain the wheat that had been planted in
May had not come through, and there was
practically no feed at all, The stock there
looked very poor, especially some sheep that
we saw., The Chairman of the Commission
gave one unfortimafe farmer a demonstra-
tion in feeding sheep hy lopping trees. I
suggest that further consideration should he
given to the value put upon the land in that
pari of the State. Judgine from what we
saw. most of that land was worth very little
more than the worst of our very bad lands.
Next we proceeded to Mullewa and then on
to Geraldton. and on the wav passed over
quite a lot of sandplain, which. however, we
did not inspeet. T do not know whether that
area is eapable of producing wheat or pas-
tures for stoek. but I consider it is worth
while experimenting there. T have no doubt
that most of the light land wonld be nsed
if we had the population. and further if
we could he sure of a market for what we
produced. that too would be helpful. We
arrived at Geraldton on Sunday and on the
next day proceeded to Northampton. At
the latter place the rainfall iz about 20
inches. We saw some very good erops and
noticed also the subterranean clover was
well established, while the pastures gen-
erally in the distriet were good. North-
ampton i5 a pieturesque place and I dare-
sav can be classed as one of the mosi beaun-
tiful spots in Western Australia. Althongh
I have not been to the Old Country, I ean
visnalise Northampton’s similarity to many
of the country districts of England.
Mr. Patrick: It is heautiful country.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr, NULSEN: I have not seen better,
and I felt that I would almost as readily
live there as I would in the Esperance dis-
triet. Thevefore it wust really be very
attractive. About 20 wmiles west of North-
ampton we proceeded to Drage’s farm
where the light land reminded me of the
isperance treeless plain. There are won-
derful possibilities in that district and
there is an excellent rainfall. We were in-
formed that the sondplain extended 35
miles in a westerly direetion. If that be
so, and also becanse of what we saw in
the way of clovers and other grasses, there
ave really great possibilities in that part
of the State. The only defect is that the
country contains York-rond and other
poison, but there should be no diffienlty in
eradieating it by cultivation. That was the
only place whare, sinece leaving Esperance,
we saw shepherd’s lucerne, It was in a
small patch around a tank and near some
sheds which were used for housing machin-
ery and so forth. T sav more or less regret-
fully that we did not see maore shep-
herd’s lucerne, for T vealise its value. Shep-
herd’s lucerne, howoever, seems to be meant
for the Esperance distriet. I do not know
that it will grow well in any other part
of the State. As regards the Lsperance
distriet, it is said that if there iz shep-
herd’s Iucerne around the horse-vard, 1t
will spread all over the farm, whether of
1,000+ or 2,000 acres. In other distriets it
daes not seem to spread so extensively.

From Geralilton we travelled to Yuna
and other districts, where the rainfall is
mueh Jower than around Northampton and
to the west to Northampton. There lupins
grow well, and T have heen informed that
the country c¢an he brought inte produe-
tion at a cost of abont 30s. per aere. Pas-
tures and that sort of thing ean be laid
down. Tt is stated that lupins there in-
crease the fertility of the seil very con-
siderablv—even to the extent, which
sounds extravagant, of 10 or 11 bushels pelT
aere. That seems very high, but so it was
stated in evidenee by a reliable settler of
many vears’ standing. T know the settler
personally, and ean vouch for the relia-
bility of his statements. The distriet has
a rotation of four or five years. The
heavier land there was suffering from lack
of rain, and the settlers were pessimistie,
stating that if rain did not come very soon
the erops would be extremely light. Never-
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theless, the light land was doing Fairly
well.  According to the evidence, in thai
district the light lands ou an average had
the higher vield. The impression derived
by the Commissioners generally was that
the heavier rainfall in the Esperance and
Albany distriets is ideal from a tat lamb
produetion point of view. The average
vield from light lands in the way
of cereals was mueh better with the
lighter yainfall than on the heavier lands.
That is the conclusion to which the evidence
led  the Commission. T should sav that
Wongan Hills and JMiling would be essen-
tinlly wheat farming or mixed farming areas,
more so than the Esperance and Albany dis-
tricts, which are hetter fitted for dairving,
fat lamb raising, pie raising, and that kind
of industry. There is to be found a light
lands distriet which is the poorest according
to the evidener gathered by the Commission
—wodgil, banksia, and pear country. Such
land could never he warked profitably as a
unit, but most likely it conld be worked pro-
fitably as an adjonet to heavier land.

The Commissien also went into the ques-
tion of seil erosion, and pnt up recommenda-
tions. TIn those recommendations T con-
ewrred because soil evesion in the lighter
lands of Western Australia will in time he a
menace if serions consideration is not given
to the ¢hecking of it. T have much more in-
formation here, but shall not go through it
all sinee there will be other speakers and 1
have already occupied a good deal of time.
However, T wizh to have a little to say on
one reecommendation—for a hoard to deal
with light lands. The Commission snggests
that a hoard be established, having a term of
seven years., We also snggest that the chair-
man be sclected from the permanent staff of
the Land Board, and that a representative
of farmers and also a representative of the
Government, seleeted from the eountry, he
placed on the hoard. A farmer, we consider.
should be scleeted from eaeh of the land
distriets. The seleetion need not necessarily
he from one place, nor vestricted tn one
farmer for the whole of each land district.
T do not know that one farmer would he
ennversant with the whole of anyv distriet.
Tn the case of No. 1 land district a former
representative might be appointed at Esper-
anee, and perhaps one at Salmon Gums, or
somewhere in the mallee. Those representa-
tives would be permanently appointed for
the hoard’s term of seven years, but would be
paid only for the days on which they sat
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on the hoard. In the case of No. 2 district,
probably two or three farmers eould be ap-
pointed—one from Albany, one from Ravens-
thorpe, and one from somewheve in hetween.
This, I repeat, would not increase the cost
of the board, because the members would be
paid only for the time they sat on the board.
The same remarks apply to No. 3 land dis-
triet.

The Minister for Lands: What would be
the duties of the farmer memhors?

Mr. NULSEXN: Their duties are set out
in the report. They would not only classify
the light lands, but wounld make recom-
mendations to the Minister regarding eondi-
tions and the possibilities of settling the
lands. Further, they would give considera-
tion to the personal equation of applicants.

The Minister for Lands: That is impos-
sible,

Mr. NULSEXN: Tt is not always impossible
when one knows the people. While on the
l.and Board in my district T knew all the
500 farmers there and had a very fair idea
of their eapabilitics. Anyone living in the
distriet as T was eould aequire the same
knowledge, T vegret that I have mislaid a
map which T had infended to exhibit o mem-
hers. The scleétion of farmer wmembers
would also npply 1o the remaining land dis-
{riets. There might be three, four, or five or
even six farmers appointed in each distriet.
Questions of the tvpe of land and conditions
wonld have to be considered. Farmer mem-
hers would have personal contact with appli-
ennts, and wonld be able to advise the Minis-
ter much more advantageously than an offi-
eial unacquainted with the particular dis-
trict. Tu faet, that has already been proved.
Such & hoard would be helpful to the State
in general, Government officials stationed
in the various distriets, and thevefore know-
ing the local conditions, could be selected
for appointment to the hoard. For No. 1
district a  Government official could be
selected from Salmon Gums. He might be
an agricultural inspeetor familiar with loeai
conditions. Similarly a Government official
might he appointed from Albany, and a third
from Narrozin. Tn fhe rase of No. 4 land
distriet, the appointment could be made from
Merredin,  And so on. In the case of No.
6 land distriet a sclection could be made at
Geraldton. Thizs may sound cumbersome,
but T think it would prove workable and
would conduce to the settlement of our licht
lands.
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I know there is bound to be opposition to
the proposal, but one must expeet opposi-
tion, As a former member of the Esperance
Land Board, I am convinced of the value
of such boards, But for that board, I do not
know what would have happened to the
farmers in the Ksperance distriet. [ helped
the farmers there and handled the whole of
their affairs. Often it took me many months
even to ascertain the exact finaneial position
of the farmer. Not one of them seemed *o
have any idea of how he stood. Generally
speaking, farmers are had business men.
They should be advised by some relizhle
persons in their distrviet. The local govern-
ing hody assisted by the member for the dis-
trict could do the job. Since working on the
Esperance Land Board [ have felt that a
board on similar lines, with local vepresenta-
tives, would he helpful in the development
of the light lands of Western Australia.

The Commissioners inspected a few files
of the TLands Department. There we
learnt definitely that in some instances prices
were highly frregular. T will give an in-
stance from my own district, Fitzgerald,
location 1482, This man had 260 acres
elassified, 130 acres of second-class, 80 acres
as salty, third-class, and 40 aeres eonsisting
of a lake. He was charged %s. per aere.
That seems ridiculous. The case goes to
show that the oflicers of the Lands Depart-
ment did not give top much considerntion to
the quality of the land. Snuch a board as 1
have roughly outlined would he of great
help in that direetion. 1 appeal to the Min-
ister to give full eonsideration to the
irrogularity of land prices. Further, it ap-
peared to me that the greatest objeet of the
Lands Department was to get the highest
cash couivalent possible.  The offlicials do
not scem to give much consideration to the
ntilisation of the land, which is mueh more
profitable to the State than immediate cash
returns. The present policy should he
changed to a policy of equalisation, Pro-
duction is what the State needs, and we shall
not gel our outer lands settled as they should
be unless we give due consideration to what
i3 fair and equitable. I appeal to the Gov-
ernment to give due consideration to the
findings and recommendations of the com-
mission and I hope that they will be deali
with fairiy. Before resuming my seat, I de-
sire to pay a tribute toe our chairman. The
members of the eommission travelled over
the greater part of the State and T ean
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assure members that our chairman did every-
thing he possibly could to hetter the lot of
the people farming on light lands.

The Minister for Lands: I am sure he

would do that.
Mr, NULSEN: He was also genial and
helpful to members.

Alember: Did you say genial?

Hon. €. G. Latham: I never even ran the
AMinister down.

Mr. NULSEN: I am speaking of our
chairmap as 1 found him. I personally
thank him; other members of the commis-
sion will have an opportunity to do so, if
they desire. I can account for his being a
suecessful farmer, heeause he i= a hard
worker. He kept the members of the com-
mission up to the mark: hisz questioning of
witnesses was so thorough that he left very
little for other members of the commission
to ask. For that we were all very thankfnl.
T am pleased to have served on the comis-
sion. I desire also to pay a high tribute to
the other members of the commiszion. [
had an enjoyable time travelling around the
country with them, They all worked hard
and carnestly to do something to assist the
State to develop our light lands. As I have
said, until we do develop those lands. we
shall net be a great primary produsing
State, because we have large areas of uu-
developed light lands with wmany miles of
ratlways running through them. T desire
also to thank the secretary of the commis-
sion. e was very helpful; he worked hard
and did his job well. His knhowledge ot the
matters inte which we were inquiring was
of great assistance to the members of the
commission, Coming as he did from the
Lands Department, he was an ideal secretary
and we are all grateful for his services. He
frequently worked at night and :cinetimes
on Sunday, but made no complaint what-
ever,

T regret the evidence was not printed, be-
canse it may prove to he very valuable in the
future. Mueh valnable evidence was ab-
tained from Government departments anfd
from farmers in the various districts through
which we travelled. That evidence gave us
a general understanding of the position and
af the psychology of the farmers.

On motion by Jr. Patrick, debate ad-
Journed,
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MOTION—MARKETING
LEGISLATION.
4s to Unsaleable Surpluses.

MR. NORTH (Claremont) [5.37): I
move—

That in the opinion of this House market.

ing legislation should bhe amended io provide
power for the various boards to orgamise the
distribution of their unsaleable surpluses.
I hope to interest the Hounse in this motion,
because some pressure has been brouwght to
bear hy the Press, over the air and from the
platform on the ground that we have not
hitherto suceecded in dealing with the ques-
tion of our surplus products on the one hand
and onr unemployed workers on the other.
T shall deal with the wmotion generally, not
particularly. I think if a general motion
such as this is earried, we shall be able to
achieve some result later on with the aid of
experts. I read last night a leading article
in the “Daily News” dealing with a state-
ment made by Mr. Bruce, the High Commis-
sioner in London, who said this—

Once the public conscience realised the
meaning of a higher standard of nutrition in
its eficct on health there would be sueh an in-
sigient demand Ior 1mprovement m diet that
no Government would be able to resist. The
benefits from such a change wounld far out-
shine the improvements in hygiene and sanita-
tion in the nineteenth century.

The article proceeds—

Details of the latest survey, conducted by

the Commonwealth Advisory Council on Nutri-
tion, have recently been made public. This
report, dealing with Perth eonditiens, also said
that the lack of purchasing power was a prin-
cipal issue, and commented: ‘‘The eommunity
must face the responsibility, as a soeial charge,
of finding means for making good the deficien-
cies in diet’’ where such existed.
That is a specific gomplaint which we have
read over and over again duaring the last few
years. Numbers of people get insufficient
food; they have not sufficient money to buy
enough food. T shall not refer to-night to
the question of shortage of money, beeause
that was dealt with by a Federal Royal
Commission, and whatever action may he
taken as a result of that commission’s find-
ings is not a matter within our sphere. T
suggest, however, that marketing boards
already in existence should he shle to deal
with surplus commodities that are now being
destroyed.

1 have before me three Aets to which I
chall refer. The first is the Metropolitan
Milk Aet, Section 36, Subsection 1 of which
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empowers the board, among other things, to
regulate and organise the supply, sale and
distribution of milk to eonsumers in the
metropolitan arvea, That is all.  Nothing
whatever is provided for any sarplus; the
hoard mevely deals with the supply, sale
and distribution of milk to consumers at one
fixed price. T shall now refer to the Dried
Fruits Act, which provides that the bhoard
shall have power, in its absolute discretion,
from fime to time fo determine where, and
in what quantity, the output of dried fraits
in any particular year is to he marketed, and
to take whatever action the hoard thinks
oper for the parpose of enforcing such
defermination. An absoluie power is given
to the hoard to market those products ns
it thinks fit, but no provision iz made for
the disposal of any unsaleable surplus. T
now come to the Dairy Products Marketing
Regulation Act, Section 34 of whieh pro-
vides—

The Minister may from time to time. after
ascertaining that the supply and distribation
of dairy products to consumers thereof in Wes-
tern Australia will be insured, determine what

is to be the quota for the purposes of this
Act . . .

The Acts T have quoted confer powers upon
hoards to organise the sale of the various
products to which T have referred. but
there are thousands of people in the
State who are unable to purchase
those products.  The aim of the mntion
is to enable those hoards, of their
own volition and by thetr own methoid:. tn
organise the distribution of the surplus
products on hand from time to time. Tf
this idea appeals to members, then the
House will be well advised to pass the
motion. If the Burean of Ticonomic Re-
seareh which it is proposed to inaugurate
is established, that is a body which ronld
verv well devise ways and means by which
the boards T have mentinned could market
the surplus produets.

T should like to speeify one method 'hat
could be adopted, to show that the motion
is not mere generalisation. At present, we
export butter. We get a price for our bui-
ter overseas that is considerably lower
than that obtained loecally. Why should
not our peeple here who are bhelow the
basic wage, or who are ( en, he
siven the privileze of buying butter at
the price at which it s sold overseas?
Why shanld not thev be enpbled to par-
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chase at the export price? Who would
suffer? By selling our products overseas
at a lower price we are, in effect, dispens-
ing charity, and charity should begin at
home. Many people in Western Australia
are to-day nnable to purchase butter ai all;
they buy other products, such as mar-
garine and dripping. If they could pur-
chase buiter at the lower price, even to
a small extent, how could that possibly
hurt the loecal producer? He is clearing
his eosts by obtaining board prices in the
general market. This proposal, if adopted,
would increase the consumption of butter
loeally without spoiling the overseas mar-
ket. What the objection could be to such
a course I do not know, except perhaps
that the idea is new.

Mr. Doney: It is always eoneeivable that
the export priee may be as high as the
local price. The producers do not lock
for a lewer price overseas.

Mr. NORTH: That is not so.

Mr. Doney: Quite frequently se.

My, NORTH: When that time comes, we
shail be prosperous and able io find em-
plovment for those seeking it We
have this problem to solve. We know there
are surplus products unsold from fime to
time. A preacher is broadeasting from a
church at Claremont, drawing the attention
of the eommunity to the fact that members
of Parliament are negleeting their dnty
in not making arrangements for the
distribution of the unsaleable pro-
ducts to which T have referred.
Here is an opportunity for the House to
support a motion on gencral lines. No
speeifie method is demanded fo attain the de-
sired end, but the passing of the motion
would show that the House was agrecable to
produeers in this State making their unsale-
able surpluses available to people in the
cities, rather than destroying or burving
those surpluses.

Mr. Sleeman: How would that apply to
wheat ?

Mr. RORTH : Subjeet to the proposal to
fix a home consamption price, wheat is at
present one of the commodities being sup-
plied af less than cost price. T do not sug-
gest interference with the marketing system
of boards, but when those boards have ob-
fained their prices from the people who can
aflord to buy, what objection can there be
to providing some of the surplus af a lower
price, as is done in the case of butter? I
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have to mention butter because there are not
many instances of commodities being ex-
ported under the eonditions I have outlined,

Mr. Doney: If those commodities are be-
ing sold at any price, they are no longer un-
saleahle products.

My, NORTH: To word a motion to suit
all experts in prose is a very difficult matter.
I know that the phraseology is not cxactly
what it should be, hut the words “unsaleable
surpluses,” aceording to my definition, mean
products that would be saleable if all the
people of the metropolis were engaged in
full-time work. .

Mr. Fox: How are you going to put them
in full-time work?

Mr. NORTH: I do not think it ean be
done.

Mr. Doney:
wrongly.

Mr. NORTH : Mr. Justice Wolff, in his re-
port, told us that we must for all time ex-
peet a certain amount of unemployment.
Consequently, for all time there will be a
certain number of people who cannot buy
various eommodities at the prices arranged by
the marketing hoards. We therefore have
to decide whether we are prepared to in-
crease local consumption and turnover by
making available to the unemployed at spe-
cial prices those surplus commodities, or
leave ourselves open fo the charge that we
have goods that could be delivered but are
not delivered, and that there are produets
that eould be grown but are not grown.

Mr. Patrick: You have in mind perish-
ahles, like vegetables?

My, NORTH : T have vegetables in mind.
Let us consider the idea operating amongst
the retail stores, such as the draperv stores.
Every few weeks bargain sales are held, and
thousands of people who could not dream of
buving at the ordinary prices, on which the
profit is made. brave the erush on sale days
and get their requivements at lower prices.

Mr. Doney: Your motion does not deal
with that,

Mr. NORTH : But cannot the hon. mem-
her see the analogy?

My, Patriek : Those stores do not give any-
thing away.

Mg, NORTH: T should like to remind
members that this motion which was sub-
mitted on a former occasion, has heen de-
signed at this juneture to answer the charges
being made against Parliament from the
pulpit and over the air. If this House indi-

Then your motion is worded
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cates to the various marketing board: that
they should. of their own volition, devise
means o distribute the surpluses that we
know do exist, all will be well. If, on the
other hand, this House says it will not permit
the boards to exercise that power

Mr. Thorn: But they have the power.

Mr, NORTH: The bhoards are not em-
powered to deal with unsaleable surpluses in
the manner I have suggested. The idea con-
tained iy my motion is quite foreign in any
case to the praetice of the boards. Thev
certainly aim at seeuring a reasonable price
to cover the growers' profits, and nobody ob-
Jject= to that, but we do not want to have one
half of the eommunity at loggerhrads with
the produeer hecause of the knowledge that
thousands of people are unable to obtain
thos» commodities,

Mr. Thovn: The bhoards have all the
powers embodied in vour motion.

Mr. NORTH: Only for marketing and
selling at a fixed price in ovder to sive n
return,

Alr. Thorn: There is no fixed price.

Mr. NORTH: Then consider milk: why
is it thot if a retailer attempts to give away
milk for the benefit of children, he is liable
to lose his license?

Mr. Doney: Are there any
smrpluses of milk?

Me. NORTH : Milk is being thrown away
every dayv. 1 eould get affidavits from re-
tailers in my distriet showing that they
throw milk away every day. They cannot
give it away; if they did so, they would be
in danger of losing their licenses.

Ar. Patrick: They do not throw it away.
Surplus milk goes to the factory to be made
into butter.

Mr. NORTH: I think the House will
renlise that the question demands constdera-
tion.  Year hx vear a larger number of
peopte is finding these commodities are be-
vond their reach. A grower might have his
hooks audited and show a good profit, and
ot he mav have been destroving hundreds
of pounds’ worth of his commodity while,
on the other hand, thousands of people have
heen deprived of that commedity. I have
raised the question merely in a general way.
I have avoided specifying what ought to he
done to overcome the difficulty, but T con-
sider that the House should agree to the
marketing hoards having this power. The
carrving of the motion would be a direction
o the Government to make provision for all

unsaleable
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marketing boards, present and fature, lo
make available their unsaleable surpluses to
the people in need of those commodities.

Mr. Doney: That is a natural part of
their functions.

Mr. NORTH: Then the hon. member is
making a specific charge against the methods
now adopted by the boards. If if is true
that they alveady have those powers, they
are deliberately destroying surplus products
in the face of the terrible privation bheing
~uffered by the people in need of those com-
modities.

Mr. Donev: Where have you heard of un-
saleable surpluses heing destroyed?

Mr. NORTH : We might very well borrow
from the defenee forces the practice of mak-
ing mutual transfers. Tf a member of Par-
liament were transferred to another’s eclee-
torate he eonld appreciate how things were
done from that angle. Probably he would
get a great shock. No doubt I would get a
shock were I transferred to the middle of
the wheatbelt.

Mr. Sampson: There is more done in
other clectorates than is dreamt of in your
!l}l“ljhul.l‘ll_\'. .

Mr. NORTH: This question has not re-
eeived nroper attention.

Mr. Sleeman: Would von sugeest that the
member for Williams-Narrogin should be
transferred to Claremont?

Mr. NORTH : T am not sure that the pro-

dncers realise how much harm is being done

in the eities throngh g lack of their com-
modities.

Mr. Doney: A lack of commodities!

Mr. NORTH: Yes: let me instance dried
fraite. If we made a house-to-house can-
vass in any street in the metropolitan area,
cxeept in the select centres of Nedlands and
West Perth where conditions are all that
thay should be, we would find that prabably
in only one house in six were dried fruits
in nse at all. Yet it does not follow that
the produeer of dried frmit is not making a
eood profit.

Mr. Doney: And it does not indicate that
there iz an unsaleable surplus.

Mr. NORTH: Mr. Bruce has heen telling
the nations at Geneva that this gquestion.
must be thrashed out, and yet it may all be
boiled down to the humble case T am patting
to the House. The marketing problem is
the same the world over; that is, farmers
and producers supply goods only in quanti-
ties to meet the effective demand of the loeal
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raarket. They ave indifferent to the nceds
of the poor in the large cities. Yet they
could recover their costs, as they are doing
at present, and they could increase their
tornover without incurring loss if they
acaepted a lower price for the sarplus, such
as they ave required to do when they export
the product overseas. This surely is an in-
stance where charity should begin at home.

On motion by JMr. debate

adjourned.

Sampson,

BILL—FISHERIES ACT AMENDMENT
(No. 2).

Second Reading.

MR. WATTS (Katanning) [3.48] in
moving the second reading said: I do not
propose to occupy mch time in moving the
second reading of the Bill, heeause on the
31st Angust, as will he found in “Hansard”
of that date, T moved the second reading of
a measure of very similar intent. The only
dlifference is that this Bill has to be moved in
- eonjunclion with another that stands next
in order on the notice paper—a Bill to
amend the Road Districts Act. The objeet
sought to he attained by the two measures
is exactly the same as was sought by the Bill
previouslty moved to amend the Fisheries
Aet. The situation, of which I gave some
dotails to the House at that time. has not
changed. The Fisheries Depavtment has not
altered its expressod view as fo the impossi-
hility of its dealing with the eonditions that
arise in regard to fishing in the south coast
estnaries previonsly referred to. Nor has
the loeal authority of that distriet changed
its mind as to the necessity for the Govern-
ment, for reasons already given to the
House, empowering it to exereise some eon-
trol in this matter, provided that the con-
dition preeedent that T mentioned is com-
plicd with. namely, the vesting of the area
in the loeal authority conecrned. As T said
when the previous Bill was introduced, this
measure must be supported by details relat-
ing fo a definite loeality to have application
to a local aunthority that secks its aid, but
can have applieation only if the condition
precedent that the area be vested in the
loeal authority be first complied with.
Although the application of the measure is
of particalar interest to me, and to the
peonle of my district at present, there is
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coming a fime, il it has not already arrived,
when it will be of great interest to other dix-
tricts. Members whose distriets include areas
similar to those I have deseribed, as a result
of which this Bill had its origin, would he
well advised to consider whether the local
authorities in their arcas might not advan-
tageously seek power such as I am propos-
ing in this Bill. As I said, I do not intend
to go over the whole subject matter again.
T merely propose to say that the Bill, if
passed, will enable local authorities, under
whose control the Lands Department—I
think that is the department—has placed the
areas concerned to which the Fisheries Act
applies, to be in a position to take over
certain functions of the Fisheries Depart-
ment and regulate fishing in those districts
for the benefit, not enly of their own people,
hut also of those they delight to encourage to
vigit their districts. At present, as I have
shown, owing to the great distance from
Perth, those functions cannet be handled
cfficiently by the Fisheries Department and
therefore are in imminent danger of not
being handled at all. In the cireumstances,
I have pleasure in moving—
That the Bill be now read n second time.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

. In Commitice.

Mr. Withers in the Chair; Mr. Watts in
charge of the Bill.

Clause 1—agreed to.

Progress reported.

BILL—ROAD DISTRICTS ACT
AMENDMENT (No. 2).

Second Reading.

MR, WATTS (Katanning) [6.3] in mov-
ing the second reading said: Originally when
this matter was to he brought up for con-
sideration, and on the adviee of the officer
who deals with the drafting of private mem-
bers’ Bills, 7 did not deem it noeessary to
introduer a complementary measure by way
of amending the Road Distriets Act. T find,
after discussions T have sinee had with vou,
Mr. Speaker. there is a considerable mea-
sure of doubt as to whether it was necessary
to resolve the matter into two Bills. As you
are aware, Sir, out of consideration to your
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wishes in the matter, I have caused a sep-
arate measure to be introduced. The Bill I
now present to the House e¢mbodies an
amendment to Section 204 of the Road Dis-
tricts Act by adding a paragraph that simply
provides that a local authority may make
by-laws for the purpose of implementing the
powers it will possess if the measnre we have
just been dealing with hecomes law. I
move—
That the Bill be now read a second time.

On motion by Minister for Works, debate
adjourned.

MOTION—-EDUCATION SYSTEM.

To Inquire by Select Committec.

Debate resumed from the 28th September
on the following motion by Mr. Boyle
{Avon) :(—

That a select committee be appointed to in-
quire into the edueational facilities afforded
by the State, with a view to formulating prac-
ticable recommendations for the institution of
a more adequate system of education.

to which Mr. Cross {Canning) had moved
&u wweadweni as foliows:—
That the following words be added:—*‘and

which will not require children to de any home-
work.’?

MR. THORN (Toodyay—on amendment)
[6.5] : T am sorry that the member for Can-
aing (Mr. Cross) saw fit to move the amend-
ment standing in his name. Ti savours to
me of kite-flying. Surely to goodness, we
can leave the question of homework to the
Education Department. Are we to start in-
strncting the Educafion Department as to
whether or not children should be allowed
to do homework?

Mr. Marshall: Merely an inquiry is pro-
posed.

Mr. THORN. Surely it is the business of
the department to deal with that phase! The
amendment of the member for Canning is
just so much kite-flying.

Mr. Rodoreda: The problem is weighty.

My. THORN: The issue is not weighty:
it is too small for this House to be bothered
with. I trust the member for Avon {Mr.
Boyle) will not accept the amendment, which
does not rTead sensibly. The member for
Avon proposes, by his motion, to deal with
a hig question, one fo which Parliament
could give serious consideration, I hop«
members will not give one moment's con-
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sidevation to the amendment, which is ahso-
lutely ridiculous.

Mr. Withers: XNow tell us about the
motion.

Mr. Marvshall: He cannot do so at this
stage,

HON. C. G. LATHAM (York—on amend-
ment) [6.7]: T hope the amendment will
not be agreed to. It is not necessary for
a subject like homework to be introduced
into the consideration of the motion, If
it is the policy of the Government that
homework shall be disallowed, the Minis-
ter has power to issue instruetions ac-
cordingly. Even if he were to adopt that
course, I do not think it would be aceept-
able to pareants. The period of youth,
as we all know, is very short, I
young people are to make their way
in the world, they must be fairly well
educated. Every member of this House
appreciates the faet that it matters little
what the individual does in life, he can do
it better if he is educated. If a man is
engaged upon street-sweeping, he will be
better abls t6 46 Lis wurk i his brain has
been developed by means of eduneation. I
would be sorry if the Minister did issue
instroctions to dispense with all homework.
We recognise that there are some children
whose intellectunal powers are limited, mak-
ing it impossible for them to cope with
homework. On the other hand, there are
many who c¢an engage upon homework
quite readily. I have a fairly extensive
knowledge of the requirements of children,
particularly in the country schools, and
only in one instance have I ever known a
teacher to punish a child because the re-
quired homework had not been done. The
fact that many children have to undertake
certain work about the home is generally
recognised, and children are not punished
if they have not attended to their home-
work. The motion deals with a subjeet of
great importance that the House can quite
properly diseuss at some length. Even if
effect is mot given to the motion, members
will have had an opportunity to express
their opinions. The amendment by the
member for Canning (Mr. Cross) is rather
ridiculons when sought to be attached to
a motion affecting a subject of vital im-
portance.

Mr. Warner: The amendment is Gilber-
tian.
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Hon. C, G. LATHAM: Tt diseounts the
value of a motion such as that moved by
the member for Avon. If the member for
Canning can persuade the Minister that
homework is wrong, and the Minister, looking
to the future, considers that action in that
direetion would be in the interests of the
children, he ecan issuc instruetions aceord-
ingly. The House would adopt a retre-
grade step if it agrced to the amendment.
The intention of the motion is that a_child
shall have every opportunity to learn while
he vet can absorb knowledge. That is o
serious problem. I hope the House will not
agree to the amendment.

MR. BOYLE (Avon—on amendment)
[6.10]: I cannot agree to the amendment in
any cireumstances, The Minister for Eduea-
tion saw fit to make a very fine speech on
my motion. It was a well-reasoned utierance
to which I shall not make any further refer-
ence until I have an opportanity to reply to
the debate on the motion. That the member
for Canning (Mr. Cross) could seek to
ridicule the proposition by moving his
amendment suggests that such a proposal
could emanate only from a mentality such as
the member for Canning possesses. I do not
wish to be hard on that hon. menberr,

The Premier: You are pretty hsrd,

Ay, BOYLE: The member for Canning
does not move about the rural sreas. If he
did, he would not ebtrude upen the con-
sideration of a serious motion, which was
treated with respeet by the Housz and par-
tieularly by the Minister for Eduecation, fo
whom I am grateful even for hiz adverse
eriticism. Such flippant action in seeking to
amend the motion by reference to home-
work, which is an executive funetion of the
Education Department, was anwarvanted
and insulting.

Mr. Warner: It is a wonder he did not
tack on semething about the advisubility of
teaching some of the shags he has over his
way.

Mr. BOYLE: I find it hard to ervedit that
the member for Canning was serwus in nis
amendment, or indeed if he is serious regard-
ing most matters. Even if inclined io eredit
him with being in earnest, T suggest that his
zeal could be hetter applied to seme ather
cause,

Amendment put and negatived.

[ASSEMBLY.)

MR. MARSHALL (Murchison) [6.13]: I
regret T eannot support the motion, although
I svmpathise with the member for Avon
(Mr. Boyle) and agree with much that he
snid. In all probabhility country childven
are severely handieapped with regurd to
educational facilities. 1 eannot appreciate
what good purpose the appointment of a
select committee would achieve. The motion
deals with eduneational faeilities, which in-
clude the requisite institutions for the ednea-
tion of children. The motion distinetly re-
fers to “educational facilities,” not to the
cducation of the child.

Mr. Sampson: The terms are synenymous.

My, MARSHALL: The member for Avon
did not disclose duoring the course of his
gpeech where the eduneation system  was
faulty. He did not enumerate the short-
comings of the system.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 1o .30 pan,

Mr. MARSHALL: T respectfully suggest
to the member for Avon (Mr. Bovle) that
his motion, and most of his remarks in sup-
port of it, relate move to the inadequate
faeilities being offered {o children alreadwy
recciving education, than to the inefficicney
of the eurriculum or system of edueation.
If that be the position the select committee
could not furnish to this Chamher a rrport
that would be very edifving.  Every mem-
ber is quite prepaved to admit—I do not
think the Minister himself would deny it—
that the facilities for eduecating our child-
ren fall far short of what we would like
thent to be. On the Edueation Vote almost
every member referred to the urgent neces-
sity for improving the appointments of
classrooms as well as the huildings, and for
more favourable consideration being given
to inereasing the travelling cxpenses for
children. The Chamber is in possession of
all the information necessary on that aspect
of eduecation. If it is desired to appoint
a seleet committee Lo go inte the ¢uestion
of creating a more efficient method of educa-
tion, the job will be 2 hig one. Our system
would have to be ecompared with that in
other States and other countries. If that
be the hon. member’s ohjective he should
have framed his motion accordingly. Can
any member conscientivusly say that in his
electorate he has the most modern and
cfficient education syvsiem that could he de-
vised, and all the requisite facllitiex? Tn
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my own electorate the houzing of the child-
ren and the appointments of =ome of the
classrooms are deplorable.  We know all
about these shorteomings, and a select com-
mittee would get us nowhere in that respect.
The Government is unable to do better than
it is doing with the money at its dispozal.
Everything is a question of money. Because
of the chronic shortage of funds, the Gov-
ernment must consider public demands from
the point of view of urgent neecessity. The
Minister when dealing with the Education
Estimates, and in addressing himsclf to this
motion, pointed out that whilst he was well
aware, and his officers were well aware, of
the shorteomings no improvement could ba
effected until more money was availahle. I
fail to see that a select committee would he
of any great velue. Some members may
know that there is room for improvemani
in the methods adopted by the department
for educating children. There is no
need to appoint a select committec to tell
us that. Continuation classes ave needed in
many centres of my electorate. A select
committee counld give very little information
Loncciuimy e sboricormings in the admins-
tration of the Education Department. Most
members who take an interest in their elee-
torates know the position fnli well. When
the select committee has reported and recom-
mended those matlers which we already know
are neeessary, of what use would the report
he? We shall then have the bald statement
from the Minister that, whilst the Govern-
ment agrees with all that has been said,
owing to the chrormic shortage of finance
nothing more than is being done can be
done. I would like to support the motion,
and would support it if I believed the re-
port would lead to improvements in the
methods adopted to educate the children of
the State and in facilities provided for the
schools. It is all a question of finance.

The Premier: That is the point.

My, MARSHALL: Yes. I am afraid it
is impossible to do more than is being done.
In his report the Director of Education has
tried to influence the Treasurer through the
medium of the Minister to make more money
available for certain improvements. He de-
sires to give effect to the very subjects men-
tioned by the mover of the motion. I know
that select committees do valnable work.
Some of the best reports we have ever re-
ceived in this Chamber have hecn submitted
bv select committees. I am sure the com-
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mittee in question would make a good re-
port, but I am equally sure that nothing
could be done until the financial position of
the State improves.

Alr. Sampson: The recommendation wounld
probably be worthy of eonsideration.

Mr. Cross: It would be a waste of time.

Mr. MARSHALL: The eommittee conld
only give us information of which we are
now possessed. The Director of Education
has already told us all about it. If the Gov-
ernment has no money and nothing more
can be done fhan is being done, the select
committee would only labour in vain. I do
not know that any good results eould accrue
from its efforts. We are in possession of
most of the information about the need for
more up-to-date facilities and more modern
methods. The Direector and his officers are
also up to date. They know their work and
have submitted valuable reporis. A confer-
ence of school teachers was held about 12
months age. Very logieal and sound advice
was given at that gathering concerning the
edueation of onr children. The report of
the conference is of great value to members,
and I do not think a seleet commiitee could
draw up a better one. Whilst T would like
to subseribe to the motion, I fail to see how,
even if the select committeg made a valuable
report, the Government could in the present
circumstanees, with the money at its dis-
posal, d0 more than it is doing. It is idle
to endeavour to drag out of the Treasury
something that is not there. If the Educa-
tion Vole were increased, some other de-
partment would suffer. It would be a mat-
ter of taking, away from Peter and giving
it {0 Panl. We have no real confrol over
the financing of public institutions or puh-
lic serviees, The control does not rest with
the Treasurer of this State or of any other
State, That is where our trouble lies. Mem-
hers would be well advised to go to the root
of the matter. Having adjusted the posi-
tion there, they would readily discover ways
and means to achieve their objectives. T am
sorry I cannot support the motion.

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon.
M. F. Troy—Mt. Magnet) [7.43]: I do not
think this motion will carry the House very
far. Not many members are competent to
inquire into the education system of the
State or advise upon what facilities should
be provided. They may be ahle to recom-
mend certain types of school buildings, the
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provision of certain elasses of schools, ete.,
but the motion goes further. Ii provides
for an inquiry into the education facilitivs
afforded by the Stale, and that must include
an inguiry into the conduct of the Univer-
sity, because that is a parf of the system.
Some members of the Chamber may be eom-
petent to inquire into the system adopted
by the University, bui most of us have had
no experience of it. Perhaps, we feel that
we do not get the best retorn for our
money, but we ean get very little information
from reliable sources. Even if a Royal
Commission were appointed it would have to
be well versed on cducation matters, and
perhaps a Commissioner would be the last
man in the world to condemn his confreres.

Thus I cannot sec how sueh an in-
quiry would go far. Some years ago
a motion was discussed in this House

for the appointment of a Royal Commis-
sion to inquire inte the university svs-
tem, the object being to ascertain whether
we were getting a proper return for the ex-
penditure being incurred. T was asked to
take a seat on that Commission and I re-
plied that I would not make one of the per-
sonnel. What knowledge would I have had
to engage upon the investigation of
a system of whieh T had no acquaint-
ance and which T did not understand.
Like many others, T feel that from the TUni-
versity we do not get an adequate return;
1 feel that the professors are piving too
muech of their time to matters outside the in-
stitution, such as writing for the newspapers
and engaging in broadeasts, sll of which
must oceupy a good deal of their time.
That is the general feeling of the commun-
ity ; it 1s felt that the aelivities of the pro-
fessors are not directed to the channel for
which they are paid. .

Mr. Boyle: Why not add an amendment
to the motion to that cffect?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: T am not
sufficienfly well informed. With all due re-
spect to the intellectual gualifications of the
members of this Assembly, I feel there are
not too many who would be able fo engage
upon an inquiry of this nature. They would
have it put all over them, and so I hesitate fo
agree to the appointment of a select com-
mittee. One quarrel T have with the system
is that it cuoltivates the helief that ednea-
tion 1s impossible unless it is earried ouf
in  beautiful buildings, or arlistie sur-
roundings, that culture is otherwise im-
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possible. I profoundly disagree with that
view, Members will agree that the greatest
number of outstanding men in the world’s
history were never educated at the Univer-
sity or in beauntiful surroundings. If
we read the lives of men who have done
anything in the world, we find that they were
not all university men, The great philo-
sophers and religions thinkers were not
educated at universities, neither were the
great imventors, and by inventors I mean
those who have raised the standard of civil-
isation. The great patriots were not univer-
sity men either, and the outstanding leaders
of to-day ave not umiversity men. Take
Stalin. He is the son of a cobbler. The
Leader in Germany was a house painter and
the Leader in Italy is a journalist and a
blacksmith’s son. Most of the men who
are engaged upon the reconstruction of
their conntries were not University .nen.
When I say that I am not speaking detri-
mentally of the value of edueation. The
member for Avon complained about build-
ings. But the education of youth does nof
depend upon the type of building in which
he is taught; his education depends upon
the facilities offered and the type of man
who offers suneh facilities to the students.
The important factor is the man—the
teacher, the character and capacity of the
teacher. A little while ago some residents
living in a dry area complained that the
Minister had not given personal attentiion
to a request to drain the playgroand, as if
ibe drainage of the playground was the
most urgent factor for the children. This
was in an area where there had not beem
enough rain to grow a e¢rop. I am reminded
of the school in which I was educated. It
was a plain, unpretentious wooden build-
ing, but all the same it turned out hoys
some of whom have rendered useful service
in many spheres. I can recall one who he-
came the Premier of Queensland, Mr. Gil-
lies, and Qucensland agricnltare henefited
hy his knowledge and capacity.

Hon. P. D. Ferguson: How much did the
teacher get in those days?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: He did
not get much.

Hon, P. D. Fergnson: You
like to go back to those days.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: That is
entirely beside the subject. We are not dis-
eussing what the teachers received in those
days, but what resulis were obfained. I

would not
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know that such principles as I possess, and
such integrity as I possess, as well as any
decency of character that I may have, were
gained largely from the example set by the
teacher at that school. If I may digress
still further, I should like to vefer to the
guestion of discipline. The teacher I speak
of did not spare the rod. T know of no man
who used it more often.

Hon. C. G. Latham: He did not use it
often encugh on you.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: But
when I was leaving for Western Australia
he saw me off and his parting remark was,
“I suppose I treated you very badly.” 1
replied, “You never spared the rod.” He
said, “But you did not want o learn any-
thing, and I made you learn.” I confess
that he did make me learn; I was meptally
lazy and he drove me to learning. I he-
lieve in discipline, and I am sure human
nature has not ehanged in this generation.
Recently in the country I was asked to
attend a meeting organised by the Parents
and Citizens’ Association. I went there re-
luctantly; T had no exeuse fo offer for stay-
ing away. The nead teacher delivered a lee-
ture on psychology and it was an instrue-
tive lecture; indeed, a very profound one.
He referred to the old principles of ednea-
tion and stated that the new principles
enabled the teacher by psychologieal pro-
cesses to get the best out of the ehild. T
was very much impressed with the feacher’s
remarks becansc they were then very new
to me. When the lecture was over, he in-
vited the parents to discuss the question,
but heing modest they refnsed to express
any opinion. Somebody vemarked that,
“Mr. Troy might like to offer a few re-
marks.” I hesitated, in view of the fact
that T had not had any experience in this
new seience. Anyway, I was prevailed upon
to speak, as unfortunately I can be pre-
vailed upon to speak when I should not do
so. I said that I had listened with great]
interest to what the teacher had remarked
about the nature of the child, and that by
some psychological process the child’s weak-
nesses, strength and peculiarities were
nnderstood, and also that without punish-
ment major results were obtained. I had
to confess that that was not my experience.
Tf the head teacher in my time had made
excuses for my laziness, T would have played
up to him; there is no doubt zbout that.
Psyehologically, T would have heen a very
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willing subject, but the results would not
have been very profitable to me. Reverting
to the motion, I doubt the competency of a
select committee to give & lead in eduear
tiopal matters. 1 confess that althongh I
began )ife as a teacher in a very minor
office, I know very little of the system, but
I am of opinion that what is necessary and
what is Jacking in our schools to-day is dis-
cipline. Discipline 18 mneh better for the
individual than the easy-going system which
results in inefficiency.

Mr. Sampson: The select committee might
be able to offer advice on that question.

The MINISTER FOQR LANDS: At the
present time, if a teacher punishes a child,
an inquiry, in many cases, is demanded. The
parents, perhaps, will send along a note de-
manding to know the reason for the punish-
ment. 1 have known of an inquiry being
demanded hecause a teacher had ocea-
sion lightly to cane a child. There is
apt to be too mueh indulgence towards
the child at the present time. T know
that when I was punished, I did not
dare to refer to it when I got home; because
a nuie would have been sent to the teacher
next morning to punish me again if he
thought T deserved it. Looking back over
the years, and having had some experience
of life, T must say that, at all events in my
case, such a system got better results than
any easy-going system could.

Mr. Sampson : Not necessarily.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Probhably
it will be said that these ideas are old-
fashioned. I do not think the member for
Subiace {Mrs. Cardell-Oliver) will omit to
deseribe them thus. I shall be told that
these ideas are out of date, that mankind
has entered upon a new era and has buried
the dead past. But there are many things
in the dead past that are fundamental—our
cthies, onr morality, in faet, all that is basic.
There cannot be any real progress unless
based upon the fundamental principles of
discipline and integrity. There is no
such thing as a new order that is not based
upon some sound experience of the past. I
greatly regret my inability to support the
motion—not beeause I do not want an in-
quiry, but bhecause I do not think we shall
get anvwhere by inquiring into a system
of which we bave not had an opportunity
to get any knowledge. Members like the
memher for Nedlands (Hon. N. Keenan), the
merher for Subiaco, and two or three others
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Lave bad some experience. The majority of
us are merely plain men of the world.

Mr. Cross: One could not imagine fhe
meraber for Toodyay (Mr. Thorn) heing a
member of such a select committee.

Hon. C. G. Latham: You dodged him this
evening all right! You kept well out of
his way.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: There is
no feud between the member for Toodyay
and my=¢lf. I do consider that a thorough
ingniry is possible. I admit I am lacking
in gympathy when I find expensive edues-
tional institutions heseeching the Treasurer
for more money to be spent on ornate build-
ings. We do not get results from ornate
buildings, but we do from good teaching,
good example, and good discipline.

The Premier: And that is where 70 per
cent, of our education expenditure goes.

The MINISTER F'OR LANDS: Most of

the expenditure is for that essential
purpose. I wonld not bhe impressed
by any seleet committee which re-

commended to the Govermment the building
of ornate structures anywhere in the coun-
try. I want to see efficient education, and
I know efficient edueation can be got any-
where provided the man who ean give the
education is there. One of the most out-
standing magistrates in Western Australia.
a gentleman who never had a decision re-
versed, told me that he never got a day’s
education in his life beyond that which he
obtained from a conviet shepherd herding
sheep on the Plains. Yet he was one of the
best-informed, wisest, and most honourable
men I ever met. I stood in great admira-
tion of his character. Al over the world
there are men who oblained education in
spite of great obstacles. Not long ago I read
2 charming book written by the Rev. A. E.
Makepeace, M. A.-—I think the title of the
hook was “What I Could Never Be.” That
man studied under the slush lights of
the streets of Glasgow, in the sleet and
snow. He was a remarkable man in econ-
sequence. When I was in Queensland a few
vears ago I was operated on hy a doetor
whom Dr. Cumpston recoommended te me.
This Queensland doctor was a Seotsman, by
the wayx, and this Secotsman was a highly
rapable man who had educated himself in
the face of great difficulties. The Scotiish
race has done things in the world of which it
may be prond. bhut its character has de-
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veloped because of great diffienlties, It had
a hostile, poor country to live in; and there
it developed its characteristics,

Mr. Patrick: But it had a hundred vears
start of Englond in edueation.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I do not
krnow any Englishman who will admit that.
It is a highly ex parte statement.

Mr. Patrick: Tt is quite correct.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I, for
instance, come of Irish parents; and my
people always told me that Ireland was
“the Isle of Saints and Seholars” when Eng-
land and Secotland were barbarous countries.
I am not prepared to accept that. There
may be some trath in it. The men I refer
to overcame great difficulties;, and there
always will be men who will do so. Univer-
sifies will turn out men very valuable to
the ecountry; we must not deny tkat.
Those men have their place in the State.
But to say that book learning is everything,
that reading from books and acquiring know-
ledge from hooks is everything, is to speak
something very foolish indeed. The majo-
Tity of men here and elsewhere get their
learning in the school of life, in facing life’s
difficulties, in overcoming obstacles. That it
is whieh bunilds up character. So I confess
that T am not greatly interested in edu-
cafional institutions which cannot edueate
without ornate and magnificent surronnd-
ings. We somefimes feel that having regard
to the amount of money we spend on educa-
tion, we arve not getting a fair return for
our money. I remember visiting a eertain
institution which I will not mention just now,
and finding there a lot of students lying out
in the grounds. 1 asked, *Is this a school
hour?’ I was told, “Yes, it is.” Then I
asked, “What are the pupils doing out
there?” I was informed, “They are learning
how to utilise their leisure”” 1 was once
at the age of those pupils myself,
and I know how easy is is to eulti-
vate laziness. It is time we had an cnd
of those stunts of which we have had too
many in our education system. We have too
many attempts by certain individuals to en-
gage in stunts. Tt is this phase one year,
and next year it is another, and so on. We
are in danger of not knowing whether our
community will be properly educated or not.
T would be heartily in agreement with the
motion if I thought a select commitier could
do the job; but I am not convineed of that.
If a Royval Commission is appointed, we
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shall need to appoint another eduecationist;
and that educationist is not likelv to dis-
agree with the activities of his awn colleagnes
ir a similar sphere. For these reasons I re-
gret that I cannot support the motion.

MR. SAMPSON (Swan)} [8.10]: The
Minister’s remarks are certainly interesting;
but I sometimes think that, looking back,
we exaggerate many of the glories of the
past and forget the real facts as they existed
then. Our teachers of to-day veeognise that
to lead, and not to drive, is to sceure the
best that is in a lad. And to what heights
of capacity, ability, forbearance and general
consideration mighi not the Minister have
arisen had he in his earlier davs veeeived
the kind consideration which modern ednea-
tion aims to give to the children in our vari-
ons schools! Personally T am inclined to
think that the quiet retiring lad who received
that treatment did not get the treafment that
was hest for him. In my opinion it would
have been a much better thing for all con-
cerned if some of fhe kindly consideration
which, I understand, animates teachers to-
day, had been besfowed upon the toddiing
lad who was striving to learn, but unfortun-
ately found this thing called discipline helped
to make his early life hideons. Sueh as he
can only look back upon it with & large mea-
sure of sorrow and regret. Age has a mel-
lowing effect, and I realise that as one grows
older one is apt to take the view that in one’s
vouth things were better than they ave now.
But that is quite a mistake. T am sure of it.
When we realise that in those days—the davs
when the Minister was a little fellow and 1
was young—probably the majority of people
could not even write and a greater proportion
made a mark by way of signature, we must
acknowledge that those days were not befter
days than these. Look at the progress that
has resuited from the proper treatment of
children in the matter of education! The
progress made hy the Minister was not due
to the shocking treatment he received: any ad-
vantages he gained were gained in spife of it.
That surely is the case. If we go back to
those times and get the figures relating to
the death rate of children, we find that in
every respeet to-day we are far beifer off.
It was only those children who were specially
wiry and vigorous that could stand wp
against “the slings and arrows of outrageons
Fertune,” and live through it. Of these the
Minister evidently was one. There was too
much discipline altogether then. What is
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discipline? Discipline is something which
is exercised t{o control a naturally wicked
boy.

Mr. Cross: There is nothing about that in
the mation, though.

Mr, SAMPSON: There was, in my
opinion, too much diseipline. That can he
taken as argument tor the carrying of the
motion submitted by the member for
Avon. Usually, what we want we need
most. It is recognised to-day by our
fine system of wmodern edueation that
what is wanted is more consideration,
less of old methods, more understand-
ing. We have a good system of education,
but to say that we have reached perfection
15 wrong. We have not reached perfeetion.
Always perfection is leading on before, and
we have to work very hard in order to stand
up to, and take our place in, competition
with other peoples of the world., T like to
hear the Minister speak, but I do hope that T
shall never again hear him bestow such terms
of admiration on the bad old days. They
were bad days. Why, the Minister some-
times—if he has told us all the storvy—had
to stop at home because he did not have the
fourpenee schooling money; and he was nol
the only one, 1 daresay.

The Minister for Mines: T daresax he ve-
mained at home becaunse he had to stand up
fo eat his breakfast.

Hon. €. G. Latham: That was hecause he
could not sit dewn the day before.

Alr. SAMPSON: We know something of
the village schoolmaster. T wish T had
known this motion was coming on: then T
would have been letter-perfeet in the descrip-
tion of that warthy.

And still the talk went on, and still the wonder

grew,

That one small head could carry all he knew.
That is how the teacher was regarded in
those old days. To-day, we look around and
see the member for North-East Fremantle
and hear him explain to the House what is
needed. We also hear the Minister for
Edocation explaining what is needed. Bet-
ter than all, we hear them pointing out that
whatever is being done, there is still possi-
hility of improvement. We appland that,
We hope the motion will be passed and that
the Minister will forget all the sadness of
the past and look forward to the future
when, mellowed by time, he will be ahle fo
enjoy the remembrance of some of the treat-
ment he received, which I personalix think
was of no ill advantage to him.
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MR, RODOREDA (Roebourne) [8.16]: I
regret that Y also eannot support the motion.
In future, a very strong case indeed will
have to be made out for the appointment of
a select committee if T am to vote for it. I
have noted the results of the efforts of sel-
ect committees. I have acted on two or three
of them sinee I have been a member, and
doubt whether the results they achieved were
worth the time and energy expended on
them. Any inguiry we might hold into this
educational question would, in my opinion,
be practically futile. I agree with the mover
of the motion that our eduecational faeili-
ties could be improved. I certainly agree
that we should receive greater facilities for
the money we expend on education. This
State is not getting value for the money it
is spending on education. We erect elab-
orate school buildings in the city; the mag-
nificent school at East Perth is an example,
but will that particular school have the
wonderful effect upon the children about
which we heard? We were told that environ-
ment would make al! the difference in the
world to the children. Nevertheless, the
children spend most of their time outside
that environment; the environment will have
no more effect upon the greater number of
them than if the sehool were built of woed
and iron. So we find that much of the
money provided for education is expended
upon elaborate bnildings. With the member
for Avon, T believe that our countrv child-
ren ave not gelting a fair deal from the
Fducation Department. I have always held
that view. We can afford to subsidise the
University to the extent of £34,000 or
£35,000 a vear, but we allow the children in
the outhback country to starve for want of
an elementary education.  Schools in the
conntry, with four or five classes, are con-
ducted by one teacher. How can he feach
those children properly? It is impossihle.
Tt is enomgh to break the teacher’s heart.
He must concentrate either on the lower
classes or the higher elasses to the detriment
of those he negleets. Practieally no facili-
ties are provided for country children to se-
eure an education higher than the school
they are attending will afford them. I wounld
rather see the University grant expended
upon scholarships—50, 60 or more per year
—for our country children to enable them
ta aftend schools in Perth, where they can
obtain an edueation higher than that which
thew now obtain.

[ASSEMBLY.]

I do not think for a moment that this
State is able to afford a free University. I
doubt whetber the State derives a benefit in
any way commensurate with the amount ex-
pended upon the University. I prefer the
position that prevailed when I was a lad
going to school. The then Government pro-
vided scholarships for deserving boys, or
boys who had proved their ability, to en-
able them to attend the Adelaide University.
Those schalarships were tenzble for three
vears and I think amounted to £450. The
subsidy of £35,000 to the University would
be hetter expended, in my opinion, upon
such seholarships. Let the parents of those
stndents who attend the University pay for
the education of their children. It is scan-
dalous that most of the parents whose child-
ren are attending the University can afford
to pay for the education the children receive.

Mr. Sampson: Why not let the committes
inquire into that matter?

Mr. RODOREDA: T believe many stud-
ents attend the University merely for the
sake of the social advantages thev derive
from so doing.

Miss Holman: You are mistaken.

Mr. RODOREDA.: I may be, but T am en-
titled to express my opinion. More money
ought to be provided for technical training.
That is the kind of edueation our child-
ren  require. We do not want three-
fourths of ounr University graduates to
find there is no work in this State for
them when they leave the University. Most
of our University graduates obtain positions
outside the State, some in eastern Australia
and some in other eountries, yet we pay for
their education.

My own experience shows me that during
the past few years too much time is devoted
in our upper schools to what I might termn
frills. Many boys and girls who leave school
at the age of 14 years have great diffienlty
in speaking their own langmage properly,
and very great difficulty in composing
a well-written letter. They may know

all about some abstruse subject, but
that will not help them in the ba.t-
tle of life. For instance, a domestic

seience course is availahle at these schools.
Girls are tanght ecoking. Thev are tanzhf
to hake a eake and ave supplied with the
very best ingredients that can be ohtained.
But when they go home, can their people
afford to pay for those ingredients? Some
of those pupils should be taught to make a
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cake without eggs and with dripping instead
of butter. No doubt thev conld hake a good
cake if they were given half-a-dozen eggs
and a pound of butter, but the average home
in this city eannot afford that sort of thing.
Yet, if the girls were asked to make a com-
mon or garden lrish stew, they would be lost.

Member: Or a damper.

Mr. RODOREDA : They would not know
what a damper is. Our education author-
ities ought to sive serious consideration to
the question whether we are getling value
for the money expended upon education. A
tewdency seems fo exist right throughout the
world to exalt the business of edueation.
There seems to be a concerfed urge on the
part of educationists to agerandise their pro-
fession, to make it something out of the
ordinary, withonut which the State cannot get
on. They want us to carry out new and won-
derful ideas, to study psyehology. They talk
learnedly about inhibitions, repressions,
and thai sort of thing. 1 believe that
most of the education people get they
Jearn after they leave school. If they
got o good grounding in the essentials of
education and 1f they have any ambition,
they will acquire all the education they need.
I regret I cannot support the motion. 1 do
not think any finding that a select conmittec
might make would have the least effect, but
nevertheless I trust the Minister will do his
best to ensure thai a more practical edueca-
tion is given to our children in the upper
schools than is given at present.

MR. BOYLE (Avon—in reply) [B.26]:
I desire to thank members for keeping this
debate up fo such a high standard. The
component parts of the debate have, in my
opinion, been excellent, even including the
personal reminiscences of the Minister for
Lands, no doubt painful to him but enter-
taining to uws and, incidentally, coineiding
with my personal experience. I also was
educated by force majeure, or the stick. T
bear no ill-will to those who administerced
education to me in that way. I make an
open confession, which is said to be good for
the soul, that I was an incorrigibly lazy
bay. The corrective for laziness is the fact
that it does not pay, or that the pupil is not
allowed to make it pay.

Member: There were
features in those days.

Mr. BOYLE: To be reminiscent, I had one
teacher who was drunk for about half the
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week at one stage. That is what we in this
state had to put up with in those early times,
but that day has passed.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Thex were very olten
clever men.

Mr. BOYLE: Possibliy—eclever enough (o
manage without work. The Minister’s state-
ment in reply was very calm, judicial, well
presented and most inaceurate.

The Premier: Do not spoil it.

Mr. BOYLE: His reply was bailt uap
mostly of assumptions that he himself pro-
ceeded to demolish,

The Minister for Works: Tf that is so,
you would be a very busy chairman of (he
committee if it were appointed.

AMr. BOYLE: T am speaking after a care-
ful perusal of the Minister's statement and
my own specch. Many points in my specch
the Minister dealt with fairly amd squarely:
but I shall proceed to explain that many
of his statements were mere figments of
his imagination, because 1 did not deal with

1

those matters, Could 1 go a little
further, 1 hope without impertinence,
and read into the inister's speech
the fact that though the vowee was

Jacob's, the hand was that of Xsow, beeause
his reply was undoubiedly a carefnlly pro-
pared departmental reply?

The Minister for Edueation: No.

Mr, BOYLE: I do not say it was wrones
to give a departmental reply. The Minister
is entitled to secure from his department all
relevant informatien. 1 know that the Min-
ister is a very busy man. He is administer-
ing three departments, any one of which
would he engugh for an ovdinary man. But
there are a lot of statements in the Minis-
ter's reply that savour of officialdom and
are meticulous. I would quote the number
of children in the metropolitan area and the
country area, He gave the number within
a 15-miles radins of Perth as 28,500 and the
number outside 27,600, whereas T quoted
30,000. That is a deparimental reply and a
splitting of hairs. But that goes to prove
my case beeavse we find that within the 15-
miles radins of Perth there is located 47 per
cent. of the population of the State, and that
47 per cent. of the population has 258,500 of
its children cared for under a system which
I stated I am not cavilling about—that iz
the system of education as applied to the
metropolitan area—whereas outside the
metropolitan area there are 27,600 childron
drawn from 53 per cent. of the population.
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Thus there are 900 more children in the
metropolitan area drawn from 6 per cent.
less of the population. I can say without
fear of suceessful econtradiction that the
farining arcas of the State are the prolifie
areas ns regards children.

The Premicr: And the goldfields, especinlly
considering the large proportion of single
men there,

Mr. BOYLE: I grant that.

Mr. Styants: What about those € elass
men in Subiaco?

Mr. BOYLE: 1 presume the hon, memher
means ihose like the C elass man with 13
children. That was the discovery of the
member for Subiaco; I am not taking any
responsibility for it. In trying to prove
that the eountry children numbered less than
those in the metropalitan area, I am entitled
to advance the avguwment that the six per
gent. extra in the country arc furnishing 900
fewer children, proving my contention that
there are many hundreds of children in the
country arcas not reeeiving any eduecation
at all,

The Premier: Over a thousaud are doiny
the corvespondence course.

Mr, BOYLE: There are 1,300 in corres-
pondence eclasses. I shall deal with that
Ppoint Iater.

Mr. Watts: Are the correspendence stu-
dents included in that number?

Mr. BOYLE: I believe they are, One
point in the Minister’s speech to which |
object greatly is the statement that I east a
slur on the depariment in asking for an in-
quiry and also in my remarks. In opening
my speech I pointed out that I was perfectly
satisfied with the administration of the de-
pavtment. 1 indicated the low cost of
administration. I pointed out everything I
could in favour of the administration, and [
still believe what I said. Tf the mere fact
of my asking for a committee of inquiry
with a view to providing more adequate
facilities, particularly for country children,
is tantamount to easting a slur on the Edu-
cation Department, then I shall be easting
slurs on the department as loag as 1 hove a
seat in this House,

The Minister for Education: My objee-
tion was to the statement you made that it
was an inefficient edacation that 30,000
children received.

Alr. BOYLT: T say it is decidedly an in-
cfficient education. 1 still say =o. That is
no reflection on the department.

[ASSEMBLY.]

The Minister for Education: That is the
one point I specifically ohjected to.

Mr. BOYLE: I am pleased to hear that.
T would not cast a slur on the department in
that leff-handed way by praising the depart-
ment and having it regarded as a slur. T
think the 3Minister has heen inelined to
stretch u point against me there,

The Minister for Educatian: I made that
very clear.

Mr. BOYLE: Country teachers were
allnded to and I was said to have reflected
on them, I make a mle of knowing every
country teacher in the 3,500 square miles
of my electorate. 1 attend the meetings
of pavents and eitizens, and the headmas-
ters are invariably present. I can assure
members there is nothing but unity be-
tween the member for the distriet, the
teachers and the people concermed. To
put it briefly, the attempt to charge me
with hostility to countryv teachers is some-
thing that I certainly must refute. The
Minister said that country pupils defin-
itely have an opportunity of taking a posl
primary course. Have they an opporiunity
to take a post primary eourse? The Min-
ister said he would read the report of his
ehief executive oflicer—I also have read that
report—to show that pupils definitely bave
the oppertunity to take a post primary
course. That is one of the points at issue
in my motion. I said that outside the met-
ropolitan area there are practically no
opportunities for eountry children to pro-
ceed past the ordinary primary course. The
Director of Education, on page 14 of his
report for 1937, says—

Although it is realised that such a cwurse
{post-primary) must be of necessity at pre-
sent mainly academie, there are certain phases
which, with the limited apparatus available,
give opportunity for science study, Widening
the range in this direction must he one of the
aims in this course of study, but the funds
necessary must first be made available.
There is the whole crux of the matter.
The Minister said that the post-primary
course was available. The Director of
Education says that the funds neceessary
must first of all he made available,

The Minister for Fdueation: He was re-
ferring to the buildings.

Mr. BOYLE: He wns referring to the
post-primary education in eountry sehools.
The necessary money cvidently has not
heen made available,
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The Minister for Eduecation: For build-
ings, but there are facilities for post-pri-
mary education.

Mr. BOYLE: I did pot at any time in
my speech say there should be more itian
one University in Western Australia, [n
most States or Provinces there is one Uni-
versity only situated in a eentral posiiion,
A university is a very expensive institu-
tion, as we are finding out. I was pleased
to hear the member for Roebourne remark
that it was time we took stock of the free
education of the University. I have nu
objection to free education from the kin-
dergarten to the University, but I have a
decided objection to that education heing
provided mainly at the expense of rural
children; and that is what is happening
at present. I never at any time said that
the University was solely a city institu-
tion because I pointed oul that of every
100 students attending the University, 77
were from the eity and 23 from the coun-
try. The fact remains that 53 per cent.
of the population of this State is furnish-
lug euly 22 per cent. of the siudents st the
CUniversity, whilst 47 per cent. of the popu-
lation of the State is furnishing 77 per
cenl. of the students at the University.
In other words, we are training 900 profes-
sional students at the University every
yvear and there is no ountlet, or very limited
opportuntty, for the services of those boys
and girls. Yor the country hoy or girl,
however, there is no opporiunity unless
pavents perhaps sacrifice other children in
order to send one bey or girl to the Umi-
versity, Of every 100 students, only 23
can come from the country, notwithstand-
ing that last year this Parliament voted
£34,500 tor the upkeep of the University.

I agree with the member for Roebourne
that it is high time we had a committee
of inquiry. It is high time that we took
stock of the education facilifies. Tt is
high time, as T pointed out previously,
that our system of edueation was prevented
from becoming top heavy, and that we
removed the risk of having perhaps an
over-educated section in one part of the
State, while the poor devils in the other
part receive not even an clementary edu-
eation nor the means of getting it. In my
distriet I have insistent requests from wo-
men’s organisations, returned soldiers’ or-
ganisations, parents and citizens’ associa-
tions, rural organisations and all sorts of

AW Aea wwmiaiivl e L=

organisations complaining of the lack of
education in the country. Are all those
people wrong? Arve they imagining zriev-
ances? I do net think they are; [ am in too
close tomeh with them to believe that,

In reply to an interjection by the mem-
ber for Williams-Narrogin, the Minister
said that it was n matter of country versus
city bias. There is no bias at all. T am
putting up a case for those people who
cannot put up the case for themselves.
That is why members are returned—to Gghg
the people’s battles for them. I decline to
be intimidated by a statement that it

is eountry versus city bias. There
will always be that bhias so long as
these injustices remain. Any man who
fights an injustice, I suppose, could he

accused of bias. The Minister said that ne
select committee could make a difference be-
tween opportunity plus and opportunity
minus. I sav a select committee should go
a long way to discover the cause and offer
a remedy for the present lack of opporto-
nity. Unguestionably there is 2 lack of
oppuriuniiy belween those who lve in big
centres and those who dwell i =mall
eentres.  That is  pointed out in  the
American ~ Harrison Fletcher Edueculion
Bill. The President of the United States
suammoned a conference from all ranks of
life, and at present there is heing passed
through the American Federal House what
is known as the Harrison Fletcher scheme,
whieh attempts to remedy {his state of affuirs
heecause of the ineipient danger associated
with it. People will not snffer these injus-
tices without hitting back, and the hit
hack will be that thexy will grow tirved
of country life, as they are tiring
of it. Parents will move to the larger centres
and the very evils we arc secking to dissi-
pate will inerease and hecome a national evil.
Beeause of that, T ask for the appoiniment
of a select committee.

If the select commitiec proves to he of no
value at all, it will have tried fo do =omie-
thing. To assume that the eommittee is fove-
doomed to failure is to assume that all seleet
committees are weak in basis, The Minister
said we once had an investigation by pro-
fessionals and not by amateurs. That ques-
tion has been dealt with. We had a Royal
Commission in 192] headed by Mr. Peter
Board, of Sydney, with Dr. Saw, M.LC,
and Mr. G. F. Pitehford, of Bon Marche

..... i
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Stores, as members. Members will be inter-
csted in a reference to the wheat harvest,
which at that period was 11,000,000 bushels.
The people for whom I am seeking adequate
edueation facilities, have increased the wheat
vield of the State from 11,000,000 byshels in
1921 to an estimated return of 40,000,000
bushels for this year. They raised it to an
actual return of 38,000,000 bushels last year.
The farmers have done their job and it is
mervely fair that the State should do some-
thing for them. We have heard some talk
about opportunities. Here is a small human
document that T wish to place before mem-
bers. Suggestions have been made that the
people ontback are catered for and that the
Edueation Department has done its best and
done it effectively. T have a letter dated
the 25th March, 1937, that was written in
the interests of a small band of people
farming 20 miles north of Kellerherrin,
While earving out an existence for them-
selves, they ave also aiding the produetion
of the State. They have furnished hundreds
of tons of freight since they have been deve-
loping their holdings in an outlying distriet,
and yet from Mr. D. H. Evans, the secretary
of the North Kellerberrin Parents and Citi-
zens’ Association, T have received the follow-
ing letter:—

Having purchased and erected a school for
our children af North Kellerberrin—

Incidentally they purchased an abandoned
farmhouse.

—T thought that as the cost to the parents
had been heavy, the least the Government could
do would be to refund us the cost of freight,
£7 2s. 1d. I think it is about time that the
conntry children had a chamee to be educated
as well as the city children. T trnst that you
will do your utmost to have the freight re-
funded as we have to purchase a rain water
tank, which will cost £5 or £6.

The Director of Education replied to my
representations that the rvegulations prohi-
bited the refunding of money to the Keller-
berrin people.

The Minister for Works: That is the sort
of stuff that would be placed before the select
committee. All these hard-luck fales could
he mentioned there.

Mr. BOYLE: Ts that not an instance that
should be brought hefore the Honse?

The Minister for Works: Why not submit
that to the depariment?

[ASSEMBLY.;

Mr. BOYLE: It has been submitted to the
department, and the regulations were guoted
as prohibiting any refund.

The Minister for Works: What eould the
select committee do?

Mr. BOYLE: Overhaul those regulations
for a start.

The Minister for Works: Oh!

Mr, BOYLE: The Minister can ¢jaculate
“Oh!” This talk of immutable laws makes
no appeal to me. The North Kellerberrin
people bought a miserable house and some
timber in addition, and expended £7 2s. 14.
The department will not refund them one
penny, although the people wish to buy a
tank to supply the children with water. Even
school books are not sent to that centre until
they are paid for. Surely members will
recognise that that is an instanee of oppor-
tunity minus, with a vengeance. Members
find it diffieult to imagine how people ¢an be
content to remain in such an ontlying distriet
when their children are deprived of the ordi-
nary amenities of eivilised life.

The Minister for Works: That is another
question; an economie problem.

Mr. BOYLE: Yes, of highly indirect bene-
fit.

The Minister for Works: That is so.

Mr. BOYLE: I conclude that the Govern-
ment will use its brutal majority to defeat
the motion.

Mr. Cross: Then why wasic your time?

Mr. BOYLE: I arrive at that conclusion
on the strength of the speeches delivered
from the Government side of the House,

The Minister for Works: I have known of
instances of brutal minorities.

Mr. BOYLE: The Minister may defeat the
motion, but ke eannot abate the rising tide
of indignation in the country districts
against edueational injustice and lack of op-
portunities for rural children.

The Minister for Works: You shounld put
that stuff up to conferences of parents and
citizens’ associations.

Mr. BOYLE: I am raising the question in
Parliament.

The Minister for Works: It is good sob
stuff.

Mr. BOYLE: It is nothing of the sort.
That is a very cheap jibe from the Minister,
in whose district there has just been completed
an £8,000 school. Is the Minister short of
educational faeilities for the benefit of the
children in his electorate? Of course not!
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And yet the Minister jeers about cheap sob
stuff when I speak about the position of
children in the rural aveas.

The Minister for Works: But the schools
are overcrowded in the metropolifan area.

Mr., BOYLE: That may be so, but the
teachers and the necessary facilities are
available for the children. Inconvenience is
the only trouble here, not lack of oppor-
tunity or of essentials. There is an abund-
ance for children in the metropolitan arca
where there are 13,000 attending private
schools alone. If ever a city was over-sup-
plied with educational facilities Perth, is,
compared with what is available in the rural
areas.

The Minister for Works: All the schools
are over-crowded in my electorate, and
classes have to be held outside the school
buildings.

Mr. BOYLE: I do not dispute the Minis-
ter’s statement. Nevertheless, the greatest
trouble in the metropolitan area is merely a
matter of inconvenience, not a total lack of
eduncational facilities. I could take the
Minister to my electorate and show him
cenires where no school or teacher is avail-
able, and not the slightest effort 15 made to
provide the children with educational faeili-
ties.

Mr. Sleeman: How many children would
there be?

The Minister for Works: We are keeping
schools open in your electorate where there
are only seven children, and we are providing
teachers too.

Mr. BOYLE: That is quite so.

The Minister for Works: You forget those
things.

Mr. BOYLE: The Minister should not
take unction to himself because of that. I
counld take him to one centre north of Mer-
redin where there are 20 children withont
any educational faecilities at all.

The Minister for Works: It wounld be
better if we bad larger distriet sehools in-
stead of all these little ones.

Mr. BOYLE: The member for Murchison
(Mr. Marshall) delivered a sympathetie
speech, and T am quite satisfied that he
would support the motion—if the party whip
had not been cracked.

Mr. Marshall: That is not fair.

Myr. BOYLE: I believe that the party
whip has been cracked.

Mr. Sleeman: You know that is nonsense.

Mr. BOYLE: I realise that members on
the Government side of the House are sub-

jeet to thai iron discipline mentioned hy the
Minister for Lands. What I am seeking is
an educational stocktaking, and surely that
is not asking too much. I have a good deal
of confidence in select committees,

The Minister for Works: Why?¢

Mr. BOYLE: I happened fo be a mem-
ber of one that was quite successful. I may
be prejudiced, but I regard select commit-
tees as the only recourse open to members
of Parliament. We cannot appoint a Royal
Commission, although we ean pass meaning-
less motions with that object in view. On
the other hand, we can make & direct demand
for the appointment of a select committee.
It is the grandest privilege in the hands of
members of this Flouse. That is one reason
why a select committee might do immense
good. During the debate reference was
made by some members o the fact that many
of the men who have loomed large in history
came from outback centres. That is merely
& platitudinous ntterance. Do members re.
gard that as something to be desired? Arc
we to impose disabilities on rural areas in
the hope that, by some reverse process of
reasvuing, we shall ovslve supermen? OF
course not. If they adopt that attitude,
members will help to develop an anti-social
feeling in the outer aveas. The country
people will take notice of the opportunities
available in the metropolitan avea and larger
centres of population. The habit of asking
themselves why this is so will naturally grow,
and ultimately those people will be encour-
aged to go where the fleshpots are.

The Minister for Works: They are not
anti-social.

Mr. BOYLE: The conntry people are the
most long-suffering on the face of God's
carth. We must alleviate their trials and
put an end to their sufferings.

Question put, and a division taken with
the following result:—

Ayes 18
Noes 14
Majority for 4
AYES,
Mr. Boyle Mr. MeLarty
Mrs. Cardell-Oliver Mr. Patrick
Mr, Daust e, Sampann
e, Farguson Mr. Seward
Mr, Hill Mr. Sleeman
Mr. Hughes Me. Stvants
Mr. Lambert Mr. Warls
Mr. Latham Mr. Willmott
Mr. Alann Mr. Doney

( Teller.)
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NoEs.

Mr. Cross M1, Rodoreda

Mr. Fox Mr. F. C. L. Smith

Mr. Hawke Mr. Troy

Mlss Holman Mr. Willcoek

Mr. Marshall Mr. Wise

Myr. Millington Mr. Withera

Mr. Panton AIr. Nulsen

{(Feter)
PAIRS.
AYES. Noes,

Mr. Keenan Mr. Collier

Mr. North Mr, Wilzon

Mr., Shearn Jdre. Haphael

Mr. J. M. Smith Mr. Tonkin

Mr. Stebba Mr. Hegney

Mr. Thorn Mr. Needham

Mr. Welsh Mr. Coverley

Question thus passed.

Select Committee Appointed.

Ballot taken and a select committee ap-
pointed consisting of Mrs. Cardell-Oliver,
Messrs. Cross, Doney and Lambert and the
mover, with power to call for persons and
papers, to sit on davs over which the House
stands adjonrned; to report on the 2nd
Novembher.

BILL—COMPANIES ACT
AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.
Dehate resumed from the 28th September.

MR. HUGHES (East Perth) [9.10]: The
Billi has my snpport. It is a step towards
amending a section of our legislation that
is sadly in need of an overhanl. The laws
governing the formation and conduet of in-
corporated companies in this State have
fallen into very bad use. Most countries
have made revisions of similar legislaiion
from time to time. In the Eastern States,
several cfforts liave hean made to improve
the company laws. The South Australian
Parliament passed a comprehensive amend-
ment, but I doubt whether it will achicve all
that was desired. Unquestionably it created
a good deal of complexity in the company
laws of that State, and has not achieved all
that the framers intended for it. 1 think
the main reason for this is that, no matter
what is done, people persist in investing
their monev in the hope of getting a quick
. return. If they think they can get some-
thing for nothing, they eannot make the in-
vestment too quickly. When they are shown
a good solid investment, they hesitate a long
time hefore putting their money into it
This Bill deals with something that has
eamsed much injury to Western Australia,
At present no ome could fleat a company

[ASSEMBLY.]

in London for the purchasze of shares in the
Mint if the fact were diselosed that the Mint
was situated in this State. Through mal-
practices and frauds that have heen perpe-
trated in London in comuneetion with min-
ing companies in this State, investors have
sulfered severely. Many of ihese malprac-
tices have been made possible because of the
defects in our company law. By virtue of
the creation of a dwmmy Australian com-
pany, the shares in that company htave been
sold to an English company. People in
England have thus been persuaded to buy
shares in that English company on the
recommendation of the promoters, when they
were not aware that the promoters were the
vendors. The casiest way to demonstraie
that point is to instance one or fwo com-
panies and show how the people concerned
used the defects in our ecompany law to in-
duce investers in London to put their money
info mining ventures in Western Australia
when there never was a chance of their wet-
ting it back. I am not much eoncerned
about the investors, becanse many of them
from their positions in life and their educa-
tional qualifications were well able to exam-
ine the proposal for themselves. They failed
to do that, and the responsihility rested with
them. That form of company flotation and
that method of getting money from London
had a detrimenfal effect upon the State, to
such an extent that it cannot new seenve
funds for the development of its own in-
dustries. That heing so, the time has arrived
when Parliament should examine the posi-
tion. On the 26th June, 1932, Mr. Claude
de Bernales, and those who were interesied
with him, registered at the Supreme Cowrt

14 goldmining "companies.  These are the
companies :—
Company. Capital.
£
Riverina Goldmines, Ltd. .. 150,000
Southern Cross United Mines, Ltd. 200,000
Day Dawn Goldmines, Ltd. .. 125,000
Leonora Goldmines, Ltd 200,000
Mars Goldmines, 1. .. 125,000
Wheel of Fortune Goldmines, Ltd 125,000
Ajax Goldmines, Ltd. .. 125,000
Black Range Goldmines, Ltd. 123,000
Emn Goldmines, Itd. .. 125,000
Lochinvar Goldmines, Ltd. 125,000
Beryl Goldmines, Ltd. 200,000
Starlight Goldmines, Ltd. 200,000
Phoenix Goldmines, Lad. 200,000
Wegtralian T‘lllmgs 'l‘l'e'ltmont
Ltd. .. . 100,000
£2,125 000
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I venture to say that in most of those 14
eompanies the ouly trace of gold found to
date is in the pames.

The Minister for Justice: That is not so.

Mr. HUGHES: How much did the Star-
light produce?

The Minister for Justice: I de not know
how mueh it produced, but I know that a
lot ot gold has been produced from some of
those vou mentioned, the Phoenix, for in-
stanece.

Mr, HCGHES: I shall be able to show
the Minister that a lot more gold has gone
into those companies in the last four years
than is likely to come out of them in the
next 40 years.

The Minister for Justice: That can be
sald of the mining industry as a whole.

Mr. HUGHES: But it is not right that
glowing reports by ex-Government officials
should be published in London when the
mines will not stand up to those reports to
anything like a reasonable extent.

The Minister for Justice: You never
know what a mine contains until you develop
it. It was considered that the Great Boulder
Ny u‘uuut ;r\) ‘JIUDU \:‘lU\-\‘ll ;.\:ll ‘)’Ulll-'l il:._'.\.).

The Minister for Mines: And it
originally floated as a wild eat.

Mr. HUGHES: If the Minister has such
faith in those 14 companies he will have no
difficulty in acquiring shares in them very
cheaply.

The Minister for Justice: T knew of a
mine in New Zealand which collapsed at the
height of its produoction, when it was pro-
ducing a fon of gold per month? How do
von account for that?

Mr. SPEAKER: I wonder who is makins
this speech?  The member for East Perth
had hetter proceed.

Mr. HCGHES: I had no desire to be rude
by interrupting Ministers opposite. There
were 14 compamies registered by the de
Bernales group with a nominal eapital of
two and one-eighth million peunds, All
those companies were registered with the
same memorandum of articles, and all regi~-
tered in the name of de Bernales and one or
two of his employecs, who wore reguirved to
make up the five shavebolders, The first one
that was registered was the Riverina. That
mine was aeguived from leases that had been
worked and abandoned. From 1897 to 190ii
the Riverina erushed 11,254 tons for a re-
turn of 7,076 ozs., which was guite a good
return. From 1907 to 1915 it e¢rushed 6,552
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tons for 3,438 ozs., which was a lower return.
From 1915 to 1928 the leases were aban-
doned. From 1928 to 1929 the leases crushed
2,809 tons for 1,117 ozs., and from 1930 (o
1936 there was nothing recovered. In 1937
the leases crushed 13,822 tons for a return
of 5,564 ozs. Up to July, 1938, the leases
crushed 7,923 tons for 2,008 ozs, The Gov-
ernment lent money to the company on the
security of the machinery and (he value of
the lenses. There were various mortgages,
one for £6,000, one for £2,000, another for
#£2,000, and still another for £3,600. Later
on we find that the property was forfeited
for non-payment and the Government pro-
tected itself by reserving the area as No.
JHTH. Goldmining lease 9980, now G.M,L.
No. 1070, was afterwards mortgared to the
Government to secure the following mort-
gages: £600, £300, £4,000, £1,000 and
again  £1,000. The Riverina Goldmines

wus floated in the first place as a
goldmining company with a subscribed

capital of £103,000, and the original share-
holders were Edward Wilkinson, 494 Mur.
ray Street, Perth, accountant, 200 shaves;
M. Fragor, 484 Muoresy Stvaot clevl, sac
share; L. W. Jlingworth, 494 Murray
Street, Perth, typiste, one shave; T. H. Ine-
son, 494 Murray Street, engineer, 200
shares; W. T. C. Liddell, 494 Murray
Street, 200 shares; H. J. Urquhart, 404
Murray Sireet, manager, 200 shares; C.
A. de Bernales, 494 Murray Street, min-
ing director, 50,198 shares; Australian
Machinery and Investment Company, 494
Murray Street, investors, 49,000 shares; A.
J. Mellor, sharebroker, 5,000 shares; total,
105,000 shares. 8o that the whole of these
shares except 5,000 which were in the name
of Mellor were held by de Bernales or his
employees. In the Companies Office ihere
18 no record that these were issued for a
consideration other than cash. Appaccutiy
£103,000 was paid by the shareholders in
cash. Thus if the eompany received
£105,000 in cash suyely that was enough to -
permit of development work being carried
out on the Riverina goldmining leases. Bur
we know there are ways and means of gct-
ting over the requirements of the Com-
panies Aet in that direction, and it wouudl
be possible for that cash to eome in by
means of the right hand and go out hy
means of the left hand without leaving
anvthing with which to develop the leazes.
So we find that the Riverina Cold Mines,

alasl-  Ann
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L{d., is not going on the London market
for more capital, not as the Riverina Geld
Mines, Ltd. We find that a London com-
pany is bronght inte existence, a company
called the Murchison Gold Development,
Ltd. Thus another company is floated in
London without saying straight.out that it
i5 to work the Riverina leases. We find
this strange thing laking place and the
shaves of the Riverina company to the ex-
tent of £103,000 are shown as being held
by de Bernales and his employees. In 1934
the share list is the same with the execep-
tion that Australian Mining and Machin-
ery Company shares are given to de Ber-
nales. Then in 1935 we find that all the
shares in the company, including de Ber-
nales’ shares, and the shares in the Austra-
lian Machinery Company have gone to P.
0’Dea, solicitor, Warwiek House, Perth.
The share list on the 31st March, 1935, was
as follows:—M. Fraser, 321 Murray Street,
Perth, clerk, one share; L. IMingworth, 321
Murray Street, typiste, one share; H. J.
Urquhart, 321 Mwray Strect, manager, 200
shares; P. F. 0’'Dea, Warwick House,
Perth, solicitor, 104,398 shares; E. Wil-
liams, XKalgoorlie, wmine manager, 200
shares; T. Blatehford, 321 Murray Sireet,
Perth, geologisi, 200 shares; total, 105,000
shares. I do not for a moment consider
that Mr. P. F. O'Dea paid £104,398 for
the Riverina shares. I do not con-
sider that he ever did aequire those shares.
Those shares apparently were the propevty
of Mr. de Bernales because they were trans-
ferred from de Bernales’ different infer-
ests and his employees, first to de Bernales,
then entirely to de Bernales, and then to
P. ¥, O’Dea. About the same time Mr.
Blatehford, who I understand was asso-
ciated with the Mines Department as geo-
logist, eomes into the company with 200
shares. Then the company goes on the
market, not in its own name, but in the
name of the Murchison Gold Development
Company, and the Murchison Gold Deve-
lopment Company acquired shares in the
Riverina company to the extent of
£129,299. But the shareholders in the
Murchison Gold Development Company
have paid bard eash for their shares. They
subseribe to this company, and receive
shares in the Riverina company. I sug-
gest that the reason why these shares were
transferred from de Bernales’ name to the
name of O’Dea in Perth was so that the
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people who were asked to subseribe to the
Murchison Gold Development Company
would not know that de Bernales was the
real owner of the Riverina. Thus when
boosting the Riverina the shareholders
would be deceived into thinking they
were buying a mine belonging to someonc
else. It stands to reason that if he were
boosting this mine, and the share list
showed that he owned 104,398 shares ont
of a total of 105,000 shares it would
destroy the wvalue of his hoost hecause it
would be obvious that they would say “You
ave boosting this show becuuse vou are the
owner,” Therefore the transfers were made
to other people and the investors in Lon-
don were placed in a false position. I do
not know whether this iz good business or
bad husiness. Of course there is nothing
wrong in de Bernales transfevring his shares
to different people, although still retaininy
the ownership of them. But what is wrong
is that having got from the London people
another £130,000 the Riverina is now capi-
talised at £234,299 and the mine does not
appear to have any chance of paying divi-
dends on that capital notwithstanding the
prophecy of the Minister that zome day a
ton of gold may come out of it.

There is a suggestion that the Bill
go to a scleet comnittee. What the select
committee should find ont, in fairness to the
English people who believed they were put-
ting thetr money into Murchizon Gold Mines
Ltd. but really were putting it into Riverina
Gold Mines Lid,, iz where the sum of
£105,000 went to. If the £105000 was
enough to work Riverina Gold AMines Litd.,
why was the second amount wanted? Survely
the Riverina Gold Mines had to pay very
little to secure the Jeases. We ought to let
those English people who have invested
their money here know how much the Gov-
ernment got from Riverina Gold Mines Litd.
for the mortgnge against those leases.
British investors had some confidenee when
they saw the name of Mr. Blatchford, for-
merly a geologist in this State, associated
with the company’s prospeetus. But the ex-
pectations held out have so far not material-
ised. One consequence is that Western Aus-
tralia stands badly in the eyes of the English
financial world as a field for investment.
Practically no British ecapital is available
for investment in our goldmining industry,
hecanse of such things as Riverina Gold
Mines Ltd. having been put over the British
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public. We shounld have some legistation on
the lines indicated hy the member for Swan
(Mr. Sampson) which would prevent the
promoters of Murchison Gold Mines Ltd.
from eovering up their identity in their rela-
tionship with the Rivering company. We
should have legislation to prevent any com-
pany from being registered in Western Aus-
tralia or being allowed to carry on husiness
bere wunless its prospectus made [Full dis-
closures. Had there heen in the case of the
Murchison company a full disclosure of the
real identity of the owners of Riverina
shares, people who were listening to the
glowing veports of the Murchison promoters
would have been able to see that they were
really buying the mine from the promoters
themselves. Had they heen in the position
of knawing what actually was being paid for
the mine, they would have secn that they
were giving away approximately £100,000
of their purchase money. Then they
would have realised that their noney
would have to return twice the dividend
because of the need for more capital.
1 ventwre to say that if one had time to
mahe an vahausbive caamication of the ve-
cords at the Companies Officc and the Mines
Department and to go into the prospectuses
issned in Perth and London, one would dis-
cover a hundred repetitions of the Riverina
Gold Mines case. As a Parliament we shounld
take steps to ensure that people investing
their money in Western Australia are not
deceived in that way. Associated with this
kind of thing are to be found people of
high standing in the Old World. Take the
directorate of Murchison Gold Development,
Ltd., the English counterpart to the River-
ina Gold Mines, Ltd. of Western Australia.
The directorate eomprises John Wadding-
ton, chairman of the Great Boulder Pty.:
Sir Newton Moore, K.C.AM.G., divector of
Riverina Gold Mines; Mr. A. H.. Collier,
director of Great Boulder Pty.; Sir William
Campion, director of Anglo-Australian Gold
AMines, Lid.; and Mr. C. A. de Bernales, diree-
for of Wiluna Gold Mines, Ltd. Apparently
social standing and status of directors af-
ford no guarantee of the soundness of a
mining investment in Western Australia. 1
say without hesitation that some of those
men should be ashamed to be associated with
the Muwrchison-Riverina transaction. T re-
fuse to believe that Sir William Campion
knew that de Bernales was the real buyer.
Tt is hard to believe that Sir William Cam-
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pion did not know that de Bernales was the
real owner of the shares. He should have
told T.ondon investors, “When you put yonr
money into the Riverina, you are puiting it
into a concern of which one of your directors
is almost the sole owner.,” Then investors
would not have had anything to complain
of; but through having the company regis-
tered in Western Australia as the Riverina
Gold Mines, Ltd,, and floating another eom-
pany in London for the purpose of purchas-
ing the Riverina shares, with distinguished
names on the prospectns, the promoters
never gave the London investor 2 chance.
We should protect investors and the State
against that type of transaction.

I proposa to deal with only one other of
these holding companies, and that is a twin
companv—Southern Cross United Mines,
Ltd. That is the local Western Australian
companyv. The Southern Cross Gold De-
velopment. Ltd., is the English company. I
am sorry the member for Yilgarn-Coolgardie
(Mr. Lambert) is not present. I would
have liked to show him just how £100,000
wus, 50 (U speuk, laken Lfrum uuder Bis guse
at Southern Cross while he was bathing at
Cottesloe. Recently there was consternation
in Southern Cross when the Fraser’s Mine
closed down and many men were thrown Hut
of work. Fraser’s mine had over a number of
years produced a fair amount of gold.
Prior to 1897 it had produced 48,233
tons whieh hnd yielded 20,013 ouncez, being
& or 9 dwts. fo the ton. Lease number
13/889, Fraser’s Gold Mining Company No
Liability, was transferred to the British and
Foreign Development Syndicate, Ltd.,, on
the 13th Febmary, 1908. From 1897 to
1901, the lease from 151,771 tons of ore pro-
duced 67,870 ozs. of gold. The lease went
on producing until 1919, and from 1901 to
1917 it produced from 90,791 tons of ore
66,545 ozs. of gold. That is nearly iwo-
thirds of an onnce per ton. After that, very
little gold was won from the group of leases
which later on formed the Frazer’s mine.
From 1925 onwards apparently anybody
could have taken up the leases that consti-
tnte the Fraser's mine. The member tor
Yilgarn-Coolgardie eould have pegged them
out. But we find that on the 25th June,
1932, a company was incorporated here as
Southern Cross United Mines, Ltd., again by
de Bernales. The original sharcholders in
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that eompany, on the 3lst March, 1933,

weri—

Shares.

Edwin Watkinson, 494 Murray Street,
Perth, Account.mt .. 200

M. Fraser, 194 Murray Strect Perth,
Clerk 1

L. M. Ilhng\\mth FRIES Murmg Street
Perth, Typiste .. 1

T. H, Ineson 494 \Iurm} btrcet
Perth, Engmecl 200

wW. T. O dedell 494 ,\[Lm.n ‘%treet,
Perth, Manager .. . 200

H. J. Urquhart, 494 \[uuay Strcct,
Perth, Business Munager .. 200

C. A de Bcrn::,lcs, 491 Murray Strect,
Perth, Mining Investor .. .. 148,158

H. J. & P. H. Toomey, 51 Mabhcl
Street, North Perth, Prospectors 1,500
C. H. Beer, Southern Cross .. 500
230

8. C. Long, Southern Cross ..
Total 152,250

Again, no coniract is filed in the Sapreme
Couri fo show that the shares were issued

for a consideration other than cash. To all
infents and purposcs, £152,250 was sub-
seribed fo that company in cash. Unforton-

ately, as I presume you know, Mr. Speaker,
to get. ronnd that salutary provision in the
Companiez Act is very casy. If it is de-
sired to sell leases to a company for £100,000,
insfead of entering inte a vontraet to take
£100.000 in shares in exchange for the leases,
the company can be formed and the pro-
moters ean aeree to take 100,000 shares of
£1 cach. The company c¢an then huy the
leases and give the promoters a cherque for
£100,000 for the purchase-money ; the promo-
ters, in tarn, ean hand a cheque for the
same amount to the company in payvment ol
the shares. Consequently, there is no ex-
chanre of shaves for cash. I do not say that
that was donc in this ease, beeanse T do not
know; hnt no contract is fled and so, fo
all imtents and purposes, £152.250 was sub-
serihed.  This company has the same memeo-
randum and articles of assoeation as has the
Riverina company and the other group of 14.
On the 31st June, 1934, the shave list was
still the same; but in 1935 the share list
shows that Mr. de Bernales is no longer a
shareholder in Southern Cross United Gold
Mines T.4d. He has no interest whatever in
that company. The 149198 shares held by
him have now become the property of Mr.
P. F. 0'Dea, of Warwick House, Perth, soli-
citor. who now holds 151,684 shaves in the
company. At ahouat fhat time, if these doen-
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menis are taken at their face value, Mr. P.
F. O’Dea bought £300,000 of goldmining
shares. I have no hesitation in saying that
all the solicitors in Perth have not one-third
of £300,000 between them. Members laugh:
perhaps I should have said not one-tenth of
£300,000. JMr. O'Dea is now holding shares
to the value of £300,000 in the Southern
Cross United Gold Mines Ltd, and the
Riverina Goldmines Lid.

Mr. Marshall: There must
the legal profession.

Mr. HUGHES : Perhaps if' the hon. mem.
her turned out the safes of some legal offices
he might find a couple of deeds of trust. I
desire to stress—and I do not think I am
wrong—that Mr. de Bernales is still the
owner of those shares. They were merely
transferred into the name of somebody else,
but there was no real change of ownership.
Members may ask, “Why should he do that?
Why should he desire to cover up the fact
that he is the real owner of those shares?”
I suggest the reason is that he was propos-
ing to go on to the London market to float
ancther company to take over the Fraser's
mine, which was owned by the Southern
Cross United Goldmines Ltd. We find now,
just as we found in the case of the Riverina
eompany, that a company was floated in
London ealled the Southern Cross Gold Deve-
lopment Ltd. The directors of that company
are Claude Albo de Bernales, chairman and
managing director, Colonel 8iv William Rob-
ert Campion, Charles Percy Ibotson and Cecil
Buorton. Associated with that company is
Sir William Campion, a former Governor of
Western Australia. That company went on
to the London market and obtained by suh-
seription from T.ondon investors the sum of
£241,638. The Southern Cross Gold Deve-
lopment Titd. has a nominal capital of
£360.000, of which £241,638 was actually
suhseribed. When Mr. de Bernales and his
eo-directors obtained £241,000 from the Lon-
don company, they hought the whole 152,250
shares in the Australian eompany known as
thr Southern Cross United Goldmines Litd.

be money in

- Tn the halance sheet of that eompany ap-

pears the following item—

Invested in snbsidiary eompmy. purchase
consideration of 152,250 shares of £1 carh,
Australian currency, fully paid, heing the
whole of the issued eapital of the Southern
Cross United Goldmines, Lid.
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So they sold Mr. O’Dea his 151,684 shares
for £101,600, and he dropped £30,000 over-
night in that transaetion! Although this is
the fourth annual report and this money, ae-
cording to the report issued to the people in
London, was paid to the Sonthern Cross
United Goldmines Ltd., the shares are still
registered in our records to-day as the pro-
perty of Mr. P. F. (Dea. If that state-
ment is true, there is now only one share-
holder in the Southern Cross United Gold-
mines Ltd. I now quote Scetion 48 of our
Companies Aat—

If any company carries on business when
the number of its members is less than five,
for a period of six months after the number
has been so reduced, every persen whe is a
member of such company during the time that
it so carries ¢n business after sueh period of
six months, and is cognisant of the faet thai
it iz so carrying on business with fewer than
five members, shall be severally liable for the
payment of the whole debts of the company
contracted during such time.
Notwithstanding this provision, the company
has now only one member. It is therefore
carrying on business in defiance of our Com-
panies Act.

Mr. Sleeman: Will this Bill alter that?

Mr. HUGHES : This Bill will help to pre-
vent such companies as the London company
being formed without a frue disclosure of
the local company, and viee versa. When
this company was floated, the directors lent
to what it called its subsidiary, the Southern
Cross United Goldmines Ltd., the local com-
pany, the sum of £171,521. Therefore, hy
purchase and loan, the London company put
£273,021 into the Fraser's goldmine at
Southern Cross. The company did so on
the basis of a prospectns issued by Mr.
Urquhart and Mr. Blatchford. My. Blatch-
ford was ex-Government geologist of this
Staic. Both those gentlemen reported in
glowing terms on the possibility of Fraser’s
mine. Such a report, of course, justified
the London people in putting their money
into it; but, having put £273,000 into Fraser’s
gold mine, that mine—instead of returning
half an oz. to the ton as was expected by
the two independent geologists, both of
whom were sharcholders and apparently em-
ployees of de Bernales—returned 2 dwt. to
the ton and had fo be closed down. That
left the Tondon eompany in this position:
The shareholders had smbseribed £241,000.
and had scrip for £272,000. They resorted
to what after all is a very smart piece of
business. They decided to make some money.

Apparently, they had read some of the
speeches of the member for Claremont and
decided there was a currency shovtage. Thev
determined to pnt an end to the shortage,
so issued what they called convertible notes
for five years at 10 per cent. These were
registered convertible notes, secured hy a
specific charge over the company’s shave-
holding in the Southern Cross United Gold-
mings Ltd. What they did was this; they
seid to investovs, “The Southern Cross Gold-
mines Ltd. was a mining company in West-
ern Australia. We bought the whole of the
shaveholding for £101,500. Tf vou will give
us £100, we will give you a enrreney note,
convertible, bearing interest at 10 per cent.
for five years” All the people had to do
was to give £100 for a curreney note and in
five years they would gei back their £100
plus £50.

Hon. C. G. Latham: What was the seca-
rity behind those notes?

My. HUGHES: A first charge over all
the shares of the Southern Cross United
Goldmines Ltd., Western Australia,

Hon, C. G. Latham: What were thev
worth?

Mr. HUGHES: Latelv T have heard a lot
ahout efficient plus and efficient minus.  As
the English company lent the local company
another £171,000 and lost it, I should -av
that the Somthern Cvoss United Goldmines
Ltd.. was decidedly efficient minus. The
holders of those notes did not have to wait
long. 1 understand the term “eonvertihle
to mean that if the holder of one of the notes
could find another mag to take it off his
hands, he was at liberty to dispose of if,
The accounts show that for these netes the
company reeeived £76,780, but that there are
arrears of inferest owing on the notes to the
extent of £1.900. Already the company has
failed to pay intevest on those convertible
notes. The company's halanee sheet now
shows that against the £241,638 share capi-
tal thex garnered £78,788 by the sale of the
convertible notes, The halanee sheet nlso
digeloses sundry eveditors for £1.377 and the
following assets:—

Investments in the loeal Fraser's mine at
Southern Cross

whieh is uot working and which produced
2 dwts. to the ton when it did work—
—£273,000, Cash at bank, £1,500,

The preliminary expenses for floating the
company in London amounted to £14.385,
and the underwriting commisston and hroker-
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age to £9,381, so that preliminary expenses
und brokerages amounted in all to £23,666.
Although the company never mined an ounce
of ore, but simply ecarried on its adminis-
trative offices, it shows a defleit for work-
ing expenses of £23,000. The capital sub-
seribed by the sharcholders to the Southern
Cross Goldmines and the amount spent on
the purchase of the 10 per cent. convertible
notes are gone. The investors never had a
chanece, because the people who Teported on
the Southern Cross United Goldmines evi-
dently did not make a true and faithful ve-
port. Naturally, questions are being asked
in London fto-day about those transactions.
Mr. de Bernales, who apparently scooped a
very handsome sum—abont £200,000—from
the London investors for the purpose of gold-
mining, did not invest that money in gold-
mining. He invested it in an areade in St.
George's-terrace, thus ecausing work for
people appointed to a Royal Commission.
He also invested it in the Piccadilly Arcade.
He takes the money from the suckers in Lon-
don ostensibly to put it into the goldmining
industry; but, as soon as he can do so, he
invests it in eity buildings. T am sorry the
Bill does not go further. Legislation should
he passed to review those transaetions; some
court of equity should be established so that
people who are induced to enfer into these
transactions by means of juggling between
the real owners of shares and dummy com-
panies, one in Western Australia and one
in London, ean be protected. Mr. de
Bernales deceived the London investors.
The money received as a resulf of that de-
ception should he returned. If that course
were followed, we would rehabilitate West-
ern Australia as a mining country in the
eves of London investors. Instead, we ave
to-day a diseredited State. Western Aus-
traliz is not now considered by London in-
vestors to be an avenue for investment.
London investors put ncarly £300,000 into
Fraser’s mine, which is now idle. Someone
ot at least £100,000 as a first rake-off. It
the information could be obtained, it would
he interesting to know how much was paid
for mining machinery. 1 quote those two
instances, buf they are two instances out of
hundreds. However, they show the need for
a Bill such as the member for Swan has had
the courage and the energy to bring for-
ward. His Bill will rectify some of the
anomalies in our Companies Act by which
the public is prevented from ascertaining
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the true position and so induced to
invest their money in what Americans
call “phoney” securities, While they
are defrauded of their money, ineal-
culable injury is done to the State.
Although the Bill by no means does all that
is recuired in the revision of our company
law, it is a step in a direction where reform
is badly needed. I hope the measore will be
passed so that ab least something may be
done far the protection of people in other
parts of the world, and for the preservation
of the name of Western Australia as a place
where honest investments ecan be made,

HON. C, G. LATHAM (York) {10.1]:
The Bill has my support. Since it was
brought bhefere the Chamber points havo
been raised by ountside interests that leave
some doubt in my mind whether we shall be
doing a fair thing to certain companies that
are operating to-day. I know the member
for Swan (Mr. Sampson} does not desive {o
injure any legitimate organisation. His idea
is to prevent go-getters from preying upon
unsophisticated people and depriving them
of their hard-earned cash. Quite a number
of letters have reached members of Parlia-
ment from an investment company stating
that the Bill does not go far enough. T hope
the hon. member, when replying, will ex-
press his willingness that the Bill be referred
to a select eommitiee, so that all aspeets re-
lating to it may he investigated. T agree
with the Minister for Justice that the mea-
sure will not amend the Companies Aect
gencrally. An expert would be required to
effeci the necessary amendments in that
legislation as a whole. When he gave evi-
dence before a seleet commiftce last year.
the Crown Solicitor said it would take him
some time after going through the Com-
panies Aet to advise upon any amendments,
and he indicated that this would oceupy him
for at least 12 months. Meanwhile, some-
thing must be done in other directions. 1t
anything else were required to eonvince me
that something ought to be done, it was the
inquiry by the seleet committee in the dying
hours of last session. I am surprised that
the Government has not already moved in
this direction. The matter arose in the first
place from the Government side of the
House. The inquiry clearly exposed the
conduct of certain people who may be
clagsed as “‘get-rich-quick” individuals, Wo
might have expeeted from the Government
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some legislation fo protect the community
from go-getters.

The Minister for Justice. That could be
better dealt with by separate legislation,

Hon, C. G. LATHAM: This Bill deals
only with one section of the Companics Act.
I have looked up the Aects passed in othor
States of Aunstralin and have noticed that
in some States separvate Bills have been
brought down. I am assured that this
measure will not affeet other parts of the
Companies Act. It deals only with people
who are canvassing from house to house, and
from place to place, frying to dispose of
shares, An amendment has heen forecast by
the member for Katanning (Ar. Watts) that
will give some security to legitimate com-
panies. If agreed to, it will ensure that the
Registrar shall put his hallmark upou the
prospectuses of undertakings, or the opera-
tions of companies that wish to dispose of
their own shares. I believe the Minister
is as anxions as I am to stop the go-getter.
He must be aware of many instances in
which the life savings of people have been
lost through company promoters, and others
who have been trying to szell shares in pine
plantations, tobacco plantations and the
like. .

The Mirister for Justice: You saw that a
man in England had been sentenced, under
the Imperial legislation, to seven years’ im-
prisonment for the same sort of thing. He
was found guilty of share-pushing.

Hon. C, G. LATHAM: Was it not a fair
sentence? Why should he be permitted to
take down the public?

The Minister for Justice: He did so.

Hon. C. & LATHAM: The member for
North-East Fremantle (Mr. Tonkin) Jask
vear convinced the House that certain indi-
viduals were taking people down. T am not
concerned abouf those who buy certificates
or shares in a legitimate company that offers
them a reasonahle chance of scecurity for
their subseriptions, cven if thev de not re-
tarn a profit. Last vear we were informed
of cases in whieh people were persnaded {o
exchange good sound securities for other so-
ealled securities that were worthless. That
sort of thing must he stopped. I would bhe
surprised if members raised any objection
to this Bill. All I ask is that it shounld be
referred to a select commitiee, so that an
inquiry may be held and we may learn whe-
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ther this legislation will carry us as far as
we would like to go. I fecl sure, through
the investigations into the affairs of one
company, as evidenced hy the report of the
select committee appointed last session, that
we should do something in this direction. I
am aware that those concerned in the inquiry
were able to keep within the law. We had
that advice from the Police Department and
the Crown Law authorities. Nevertheless, we
know the business was a tricky one. We
have no right to allow people to do that sort
of thing even within the law. If the law is
not strong enough, we ought to amend it, and
thus prevent people from heing deprived of
their money by these very doubiful means.
Despite the threatening letters that many
members of Parliament have received, I in-
tend to support the Bill. Mcembers are pro-
tected under privilege in respeet to their eon-
duoct in this House. Possibly those who are
sending out the letters may not be aware of
that fact. Whether we are right or wrong,
we shall be protected from those who are
writing letters threatening what they will do
if we pass this Bill. I am anxious that no
legiiluaie cumpany shall be inlerfered with
in the conduet of its business, and hope the
Bill will be referred to a select committee.

ME. SAMPSON (Swan—in reply)
[10.7]: I thank the Minister and members
who have spoken in support of the Bill.
Although the measure has been referved to
as one that only tinkers with the Companies
Act, everyone has acknowledged that sueh
an amendment is greatly needed. Every
member who has spoken on this subject,
namely, the Minister for Justice, the member
for Nedlands (Hon. N. Keenan), the mem-
ber for West Perth (Mr. MeDonald), the
member for East Perth (Mr. Hughes}, and
the member for Claremont (Mr. North), has
supported the measure.

Mr. Sleeman: You should thank members
who have not spoken.

Mr. SAMPSON: Those whe did not speak
may have refrained from doing so hecause of
the latencss of the hour. No one has ques-
tioned the justification for the proposed
amendment to the Companies Act. To as-
certain how the position is viewed in Syduoey,
Melhourne and Adelaide, I sent the follow-
ing telegram to the Parliamentary Drafts-
men in those three States:—

Have introdluced Bill to adopt that portion
vour Companies Act relating to share hawk.
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ing. Xindly advise whether those affected
raised objection when your Bill was before
Parlinment.

From Adelaide I received the following
reply :—

Persons affected raised mo objection to
enactment of share hawking provisions. Sug-
gest consider provision for following defect in
South Australian law, Share hawkers induce
persons to exchange shares in establighed com-
paniez for shares in eompunies pushed by
hawkers. FPractice canmoet be prevented uwnder
present law.

From Vietorin T received the following
reply :—

For comments hawking provisions 1937 Bill,
see ‘‘Hansard,’’ 24th August, 1937, pages
B15-818. Writing forwarding 1938 Bil.
Passed second reading, not yet in Committee.

I have received that information which is
very valuable. From Sydney I reccived the
following reply :—

Yes, opposition to hawking clause vigorous.

Martin, Minister for Justice.
Subject to the House approving the second
reading, T intend to move that the Bill be re-
ferred to a seleet committee. The subject
has been well discussed and there is no need
for me to say anything further.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

To Refer to Seleet Committee,
MR. SAMPSON (Swan) [1012]: I

move—

That the Bill be referred to a select com-
mitiee,

THE PREMIER (FHon. J. . Willcock—
Geraldton) [10.13]: I oppose the motion.
We have all the information that we need
on the matter.

Hon. P. D. Fergnson: The Minister did
not say so.

The PREMIER : Yes, he did: he said we
knew all about the subjeet. We know how
long it will take effectively ta draft a Bill
to amend the Act. That is not an easy
matter, and a select committee wounld be
nnable to get any information abouf it.
Members may be under the impression that
select commitiees do not cost anything, but
they cost a fairly eonsiderable sum. T am
inclined to agree with the member for
Roebourne, that while some select commit-
tees have given useful information, a good
number have been appointed only hecause

[ASSEMBLY.]

members voted for them ouni of goodness
of heart. They did not like to oppose the
motion. I believe that applied to the mo-
tion previously passed, although I am not
entitled to reflect on a decision of the
House. Therefore, [ shall take that re-
mark back before I am ealled to order.
The practice of appointing seleet cominit-
tees to investigate this, that and the other
matter involves expense to the coantry,
and members should eonsider their respon-
sibility in this direction. I do not want to
be a party to wasting the revenue of the
eountry. I do not wish to agree to some-
thing that I believe will not be of any great
benefit; certainly the expense would not
he commensurate with the benefit to the
country. We ean spend the money much
more advaniageously in other directions
than on inguiries hy select committees. I
want the House to consider the attendant,
and in many instances, nnnccessary expense
of making inquiries by select committees. I
@o not say that there is no need for a select
committee at any time. A good case may be
made out for one, but on many ocrazions a
fecling of good fellowship for the mover is
the deciding factor in the voting, rather than
the intrinsic merits of the case. T do not
want to sce money wasted on such inquiries.
We hear of people talking about the boards,
comrmissions, and seleet commitfees that arve
appointed and we are criticised on that
seore. Yet, when a proposal for a select
committec is fabled, members are prepared
to =upport it, although they know that on
the merits it should not be appointed.

The Minister for Works: They want to
pass two or three now.

The PREMIER : We should take a more
responsible view of our duty as members,
As Treasuver I have a definite responsibility
to sec that the money of the State is not
wasted. The value we receive from some of
the inquiries is not commensurate with the
expenditore. T do not say definitely that no
seleet committee should be appointed. Some
nay be juostified, but T am sure that many of
the seleet committees agreed to last session,
when we had almost a record number, were
appeinted only beeanse of the personal popu-
larity of the mover, who asked other mem-
bers to support him. That was the onlv argu-
ment in favour of the appointment. e
should show a greater sense of responsibility.
I do not believe that a select committee conld
seeure any information on this Bill that
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would warrant the expenditure. Therefore 1

oppose the motion.

Question put and negatived.

In Commitiece.
Alr. Sleeman in the Chair; Mr. Sampson
in charge of the Bili:

Clanse 1—agreed to.

Clause 2—Interpretation :

Mr. WATTS: “Dividend” is defined as in-
cluding interest. I can find no reason for
that and <hounid like to have an explanation
from the hon. member.

Mr. SBAMPSON: Dividend ineludes in-
ferest in matters relating to the payment on
bonds. Tt is an cquivalent term, although
hearing a different name.

Hon. C. . LATHAM: I move an amend-
ment—

That the following definition be inserted:—

¢ 48ale’ or ‘Sell’ where not contrary io the
context includes ‘exchange.’ *’

This is intended to prevent shave hawkers
from toking shares in exchanee for shares in
the company they are representing. The ob-
jeet is to prevent the occurrence of what was
brought before us last year by the sclect
committee.

Amendment put and passed; the clanse,

as amended, agreed to.
Progress reported.

House adjourned af 10.22 pan.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
prm., and vead prayers.

BILL—NORTHAM MUNICIPALITY
LOAN AUTHORISATION.

Read a third time and passed.

BILL—LOCAL COURTS ACT
AMENDMENT.

Second Reuding.

Debate rosumed from the previous day.

HON. J, NICHOLSON (Metropolitan)
[435]: When Mr. Heenan evplained the
purpose of this Bill, it occurred to me that
the proposed amendment is, with the excep-
tion of the provision for exemption of £25
in two cases, simply a rcpetition of the Act
as it stands. The proposal is to extend the
exceptiong I have mentioned by a consider-
able amount, and the question that naturally
arises when an amendment of this nature
comes hefore us is whether the alteration is
in the interests of the general ecommunity.
Personally, I am inclined to view the altera-
tion as being detrimental to the community.
The exceptions provided by the Act are
liberal, mueh more liberal than are the ex-
ceptions in the English Act, from which we
derived the provisions of our original Loeal
Courts Act. T desire to quote Scetion 49 of
the Ordinance for the Recovery of Small
Debts and Demands (37 Viet., No. 21)—

Every bailiff or officer exccuting any pro-
cess of exeeution issuing ont of the said courts
against the goods and chattels of any person
may by virtue thereof seize and take any of
the poods and chattels of sueh persom {ex-
cepting the wearing apparel and bedding of
suel person or his family, and the tools and
implements of his trade to the value of five
pounds, which shall to that extent he protected
from such seizure)

Hon. G. Fraser:
Act passed?

In what vear was the



